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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Baltimore District 

P.O. Box 1715

Baltimore, Maryland 21203-1715

Type of Project: Environmental Restoration, Flood Control, Water Supply 
Project Phase: Reconnaissance
Authorization: Resolution of the Senate Public Works Committee, dated 26 January 1956, and Resolution of the Senate Public Works Committee, dated 6 July 1959.

Congressional Interest: Senators Mikulski (MD), Sarbanes (MD) and Warner (VA), and Congressman Moran (VA-8).

Non-Federal Sponsor: Potential sponsor(s) include the States of Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia, the District of Columbia, and the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin.
Background: The Middle Potomac Watershed comprises more than 175 miles of the Potomac River and extends from the confluence of the North and South Branches in Allegany County, Maryland through the District of Columbia to Mt. Vernon, Virginia, adjacent to the Charles and Prince George’s County, Maryland, border.  Approximately 75 percent of the Potomac’s residents live in this area.  As growth and development continue to change the face of the river basin, increasing pressures are being exerted on the river and its watershed.  Consequently, the Middle Potomac continues to experience a variety of water resource related problems including degradation and loss of wetlands and fish and wildlife habitat, periodic flooding, streambank erosion, as well as water supply problems. On 28 March 2001, Senators Mikulski and Sarbanes (MD) and Warner (VA) requested that the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works pass a new resolution directing the Corps to undertake a comprehensive water resources study of the Middle Potomac River.  The FY02 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill included $100,000 to initiate the reconnaissance phase investigations.

Status:  The reconnaissance study was initiated in February 2002.  The study report is scheduled for submission to Corps Headquarters in July 2003, with approval anticipated by September 2003.  The reconnaissance study will assess watershed problems and the potential Federal interest in participating in possible solutions encompassing planning, construction, management, and regulatory actions, including for example, wetland restoration or creation, retention structures, riparian corridor restorations, fish and wildlife habitat restoration, and groundwater recharge.  It is anticipated that the reconnaissance study will recommend multiple feasibility studies.   The reconnaissance phase cost is $500,000.  It is estimated that the first feasibility cost sharing agreement would be executed in FY 2004.

For more information regarding the Middle Potomac Watershed study, contact Stacey Sloan Blersch, CENAB-PL-P, (410) 962-5196, or e-mail stacey.s.blersch@usace.army.mil 
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