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MINUTES

Representatives and Alternates









Hon. Penelope Gross, PWR Chair and Voting Representative for Fairfax County 

Hon. Bruce Holley, PWR 1st Vice Chair, and Voting Representative for Planning Districts

Hon. Marty Nohe, PWR 2nd Vice Chair, and Voting Representative for Prince William County

Hon. Jean Packard, Voting Alternate for Northern Virginia SWCD

Sam Johnson, Voting Representative for Northern Neck SWCD

Hon. Harry Atherton, Voting Representative, Fauquier County

Ron Burgess, Voting Representative, Prince William SWCD

Hon. Art Hart, Voting Representative for Tri-County/City SWCD

Hon. Mary Lou Trimble, Voting Representative for John Marshall SWCD

Otto Gutenson, U.S. EPA, Voting Representative for Environmental

Kim Hosen, Voting Representative for Environmental

Glenn Harvey, Alexandria Sanitation Authority, Voting Representative for Water Utilities

Hon. Kandy Hilliard, Stafford County BOS, Voting Representative for Stafford County

Tom Bonaquisti, Fairfax Co. Water Authority, Voting Alternate for Water Utilities

Pete Holden, Voting Alternate for Loudoun SWCD

Patricia Kurpiel, Voting Alternate for Tri-County/City SWCD

John Odenkirk, Non-Voting Representative, Virginia Dept. of Game and Inland Fisheries

Beth Baldwin, Non-voting Representative, CBLAD

Marc Aveni, Non-voting Representative, Virginia DCR

Tom Tyler, Non-voting Representative, Virginia Cooperative Extension

Barry Harris, Non-voting Representative, USDA-NRCS

Interested Parties

Carl Bouchard, Fairfax County DPWES
                                    

Lisa Bailey, Prince William SWCD

Debbie Cross, Virginia DCR

Patty Dietz, Prince William County, DPW

Hon. David Bulova, Northern Virginia SWCD

Tracy Kamer-Goldberg, Fairfax County Water Authority  

Andrea Ceisler, Northern Virginia SWCD

Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

Nicholas J. Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD

Harry Gedney, National Parks Service

Shelby Hertzler, Virginia DCR

Linda Johnston, Prince William SWCD

Heather MacKey, CBLAD

Katherine Mull, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Anne Matheson, Home Waters Foundation

Basant Sood, Fairfax County DPWES

Kate Norris, Prince William SWCD

Harry Post, Occoquan Monitoring Lab

Gregory Prelewicz, Fairfax County Water Authority

Keshia Cheeks, Virginia DCR

Shahram Mohsenin, Fairfax County DPWES

Paige Thacker, Virginia Cooperative Extension

Gary Switzer, Virginia DCR

Normand Goulet, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Elizabeth McKeeby

Chairman Gross called the meeting to order at 10:19 a.m.  Chairman Gross thanked the Nokesville VFD and the Prince William SWCD for sponsoring the meeting, and proceeded to take roll call.

Mr. Hart presented Mr. Nohe with a certificate of appreciation for his service as Chairman of the Potomac Council for 2003.

Action Item - Chairman Gross cited the need to have member jurisdictions and organizations appoint and/or reappoint their respective PWR representatives and alternates.  Representatives and alternates present were given a form to fill out that would provide contact information of where to send the PWR appointment/reappointment letters.  Mrs. Hoffman asked that the completed forms be given to either her or Mr. Kokales.

Approval of Minutes

A motion (Holly-Packard) to approve the minutes of the October 2003 as amended, passed unanimously.

Chairman Gross noted that minutes from a previous meeting stated the January 2005 planned meeting date as January 5.  The correct date is January 14.

Funding for PC/PWR 

The PC/PWR has annual administrative and operating expenses of approximately $12,000 per year.   Mr. Nohe said the PC/PWR has only enough money to operate through calendar year 2004.  Mr. Nohe presented a proposal that was discussed earlier this morning at the Council meeting whereby the PC/PWR would ask each member jurisdiction (towns, cities and counties) to contribute $1,000 toward funding PC/PWR operations.  The Council formed a funding committee to help in this effort with Mr. Burgess serving as Chair.  In addition to Mr. Burgess, Mrs. Hoffman, Mrs. Cross will serve on this committee.  Mr. Nohe volunteered to serve as the PWR representative on this committee.  

A motion (Gross-Nohe) to move forward with preparing a letter to send to member jurisdictions asking for $1,000 to fund PWR administrative expenses, operating expenses, and other activities.   The motion passed unanimously.

Vision for the PWR in 2004

Chairman Gross began a discussion on the vision of the PWR for 2004.  She said that stormwater management is a universal problem among all member jurisdictions and should be a focal point for the PWR.  In addition, the PWR should be ready to testify or send letters on relevant legislative issues.  She stressed the need to have quick turn around.  She also suggested focusing on wastewater treatment plants, specifically how it is getting tougher to meet water quality levels and the expense of the process.  Several in attendance provided other issues that could be a focus of the PWR in 2004.

Ms. Hilliard suggested uniformed talking points on issues to be used for testifying before legislators and constituents in home jurisdictions.

Mr. Holley suggested the Roundtable address the following issues:

· TMDL’s

· Nitrogen, phosphorus, and dissolved oxygen

· Sediment control

· Legislative initiatives

· Riparian buffer

· Water education and outreach

· Tributary strategies

Mr. Odenkirk added dealing with drought conditions, specifically the problem of draining water from streams in times of drought.

Mr. Atherton - Ground water and surface water resources analysis.  

Mr. Harvey - Nutrient utilization.

Mr. Goulet – Funding to start looking into water resources planning and initiatives.

Chesapeake Bay Commission Policy Committee Meeting

Chairman Gross gave a power point presentation on behalf of MWCOG to the Chesapeake Bay Commission Policy Committee.   The presentation focused on several points including: 

· Seeking wastewater funding 

· Support for passing the Chesapeake Bay nutrient reduction act (for which MWCOG will initiate a meeting with Congressman Davis to discuss this legislation) 

· Funding for stormwater management 

· Advocating that S17-16 bill in the U.S. Senate would accomplish some fixes to the Clean Water Act. 

Other presentations were given by:

· Virginia Beach – Discussed its stormwater utility fee, and how this fee has raised $96 million in the last ten years.

· North Fork Watershed Association, West Virginia.  Talked about how a small area of 2,000 residents came together in a voluntary effort and were able to reduce runoff enough to get the headwaters of the Potomac River de-listed from the EPA impaired waters list.   Mr. J. D. Wilkins gave the presentation and said he would be interested in giving a presentation at a future PWR meeting.

Upcoming General Assembly Session 

The PWR sent a letter to the General Assembly listing 3 legislative initiatives.   The letter was e-mailed to the PWR group e-mail list before the meeting.  The initiatives read as follows: 

1. The Roundtable supports amending the Water Quality Improvement Act to require a minimum annual appropriation of $30 million from the State general fund to the Water Quality Improvement Fund (WQIF).  The current funding formula is insufficient to meet the Commonwealth’s water quality commitments.  The Roundtable opposes attempts to use the WQIF for purposes other than its original intent: to finance on-the-ground nutrient reduction measures, with the exception of sediment reduction measures once they are incorporated into the Tributary Strategies.

2. The Roundtable opposes any changes to Virginia’s wetlands preservation and protection laws unless it can be demonstrated that the changes will result in greater protection of wetland resources.

3. The Roundtable supports labeling of fertilizer to provide information about quantity and application schedules and the subsequent environmental impact it has on Virginia’s waterways and the Chesapeake Bay.

Chairman Gross read the legislative report provided by Greg Evans.  Mr. Evans was not able to attend this meeting.  Copies of the report were passed out to everyone present.  In addition, the report will be e-mailed to the PWR group e-mail list before the April 2 meeting.

Mr. Harvey said that state funding for wastewater upgrades does not cover what the state has committed to giving local jurisdictions.  Virginia committed to grant funding 50% of BNR upgrades.  Presently the state owes local jurisdictions $7.7 million.  

Ms. Hilliard said that mapping of groundwater could be an additional legislative issue for the PWR to research and make recommendations on.  Data on the availability of ground water is not available at the state level.  In addition there is no state endorsed GIS protocol for gathering this information, and no central repository for storing this information at the statewide level.  Mr. Goulet reinforced Ms. Hilliard’s statement that water availability data does not exist at a statewide level, and that this could be a legislative issue for the PWR.

Action Item - Chairman Gross asked Mr. Holley to track the legislative initiatives during the General Assembly session and report back at the April meeting.

Potomac Tributary Strategy Update – Marc Aveni

Mr. Aveni mentioned that both the House budget proposal and Senate budget proposal contained level funding for Conservation Districts in the 2005-06 biennium.  Water Quality Improvement Act (WQIA) funding in the amount of $1,917,000 for non-point source pollution efforts to support tributary strategies, and over $5,000,000 for point source pollution reduction mainly to address previous wastewater treatment plant commitments is also being proposed.  He also announced that funding for Virginia Watershed Roundtables could be available.  The funding would be in the form of a competitive grant.  Mrs. Cross will keep the PWR updated on this effort.

Mr. Aveni suggested inviting John Kennedy, from DEQ to talk about point source pollution efforts, such as limiting the amount of nitrogen and phosphorus discharged by wastewater treatment plants to 5 milligrams per liter.  Mr. Aveni announced that MWCOG will be holding a seminar on Low Impact Development techniques in College Park, MD this coming September.  

Demonstration of the new Tributary Strategy Software (Scenerio Builder)

This software was originally developed by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources to be used in developing  Maryland’s tributary strategies, and has been customized by Norm Goulet of the NVRC to be used by Virginia.  The software is a tool for measuring how Best Management Practices (BMPs) achieve nutrient reductions.  The first step in developing tributary strategies is the process of completing an input deck for each basin.  An input deck is a list of all BMPs, both urban and agricultural that localities agree to implement by 2010.  Each BMP is given a value and entered into the program.    Once all BMPs have been entered into the program, it can then be determined how much more reduction is needed.  In addition, the program can be used as a planning tool, by toggling values to determine which BMPs will provide the necessary reduction and determine cost projections. 

Stormwater Management Recommendations Fact Sheet – Shelby Hertzler, DCR

Mr. Hertzler reported on the recommendation that was submitted to the Governor.

· Effective July 2005, consolidate state stormwater programs related to construction and post-construction activities within the DCR and transfer oversight of municipal stormwater programs to DCR.   

· Establish consistent statewide stormwater requirements for projects with land disturbances of 1 acre or more.

· Authorize local governments to implement stormwater management programs in conjunction with existing currently required erosion and sediment control programs.  In the absence of a local delegation, DCR will issue the stormwater permit in that jurisdiction.

· Develop a statewide uniform permit fee system, the majority of which is to be returned to localities that administer the program. 

· Encourage low-impact approaches and better site designs in order to minimize stormwater runoff and long-term maintenance.  

· Streamline local stormwater and Erosion control program reviews within a single state agency (DCR).  

· Simplify construction permits through a more uniform statewide construction-permitting program and streamlined local government reporting requirements.

· Shift board oversight responsibilities to the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board, which already oversees statewide erosion control programs along with DCR.

· Retain oversight of industrial stormwater permitting program at DEQ.

Under this system the locality would undertake the work and collect the fee.  The locality would keep 70% and would send 30% to the state.  

Partners in Action Group – Deb Oliver

Ms. Oliver gave an overview of the Partners in Action Group, which includes the Local Environmental Education Partners (LEEP).  LEEP includes Prince William Dept. of Public Works, Prince William VCE office, Bull run Mountains Conservancy, Prince William SWCD, and Leesylvania State Park.  Representatives from each group get together on a regular basis to discuss environmental issues facing Prince William County.  This encourages pooling of resources and helps to prevent duplication of effort.


Prince William Dept. of Public Works (DPW) – Patti Dietz and Sharon Johnson


The Prince William DPW works on several environmental issues including the following:

· Chesapeake Bay Buffer Enforcement

· Environmental Education

· Flooding Prevention

· Stream Monitoring Program

· Landfill Operations

· Various Recycling Efforts 

· Energy Conservation including:

· Developing an energy policy

· Monitoring Energy Usage in Buildings

· Educating the Public on Energy Conservation

Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE) – Prince William County Office – Paige Thacker

The VCE provides assistance and education to County residents through:

· Network of Master Gardener Volunteers

· Landscape Management Seminars

· Fertilization and Turf Seminars

· Soil and Water Education Programs

Bull Run Mountains Conservancy – Tanyia Umrign

Works on conservation within the Bull Run Mountains area of Prince William County.  Research efforts include:

· Monitoring five Headwaters streams

· Timber Lake Rattlesnake Study

· Natural Resources Inventorying

· Creating a Resource Library

Education efforts include:

· Ecological, historical, and cultural topics

· Partnerships with local schools

· Scout badge workshops

· Experimental learning and field trips

Prince William Soil and Water Conservation District (PWSWCD) – Linda Johnston

The PWSWCD conducts several programs including:

· Farm Field Days – A two day event held at the Prince William Fairgrounds with 1,300 4th grade students participating.

· Farmer and Property Owner Education

· Soil and Nutrient Management Education

· Farm Tours and Seminars

Leesylvania State Park – Deb Oliver

The park consists of 572 acres and conducts programs including:

· Gateway to the Potomac River

· Canoe, Kayak, and Walking Tours

Committee Reports

Legislative committee report already given earlier.

Nutrient committee report – Robert Shoemaker was unable to attend the meeting.

Chairman Gross announced a scheduling change for the next PWR meeting to be held in Fairfax.  The date was changed from Friday, April 9 to Friday, April 2.  

Member Time

Mr. Kokales suggested that the PWR contact other Roundtables in the state to see how they are obtaining funding.

Ms. Hilliard said that Stafford County is moving forward with a Storm Water Utility.  She also mentioned an ongoing issue concerning the area known as the Crow’s Nest Peninsula.  It is an undisturbed area that has several rare native flora and fauna.  The County and others have been trying to persuade the owner not to sell the property to developers.  Unfortunately, the owner has discontinued talks.  

Ms. Hosen announced a workshop on Source Water Protection Workshop sponsored by the Prince William Conservation Alliance.  It will be held on January 31, in the Conference Center of the Prince William Hospital. 

Mr. Hart urged PWR reps to lobby their respective legislators.

Chairman Gross asked that the Action Item chart be e-mailed to the group.

Chairman Gross adjourned the meeting at 2:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nicholas J. Kokales
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