Stormwater Management Recommendations Fact Sheet

Background

· Stormwater runoff is a significant source of pollution that is generated during rainfall and snow events from excess water running from paved streets, parking lots, rooftops and construction sites.  

· Stormwater contains pollutants that adversely affect water quality in Virginia’s rivers and Chesapeake Bay and causes erosion, stream degradation and other significant  water-related problems. 
· As land conversion and land disturbance increases so does the potential for stormwater damage. 

· According to the 2002 Virginia Water Quality Assessment Report compiled by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, urban runoff and storm sewers are the identified source of impairment for 617 river miles or 13 percent of the total identified impaired waters. DCR estimates that stormwater runoff and other urban nonpoint sources are significant contributors to 36 percent of the total amount of state impaired waters.

· 
· 
· 
Current state stormwater management program concerns

· Three state agencies (the Department of Conservation and Recreation, the Department of Environmental Quality and the Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Department) all have stormwater programs. While each agency has a legitimate reason for addressing stormwater, the existence of multiple agency oversight is inefficient at best, and can result in redundant or conflicting requirements for localities and contractors.

· Legislative commissions have previously studied the need for streamlining current stormwater programs and providing broader protection statewide; only minor improvements have been made to date.
· 
· A patchwork application of stormwater management programs currently exists in Virginia. All of the larger localities in the Commonwealth and all jurisdictions that fall under the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act are currently required to address stormwater.  Yet, over half of the counties and cities (70 out of 134) in the state have no stormwater quality program at all.  

· 
· Land developers who disturb over one acre of land now have to get a stormwater permit directly from DEQ.  This is in addition to the erosion control permit and other building permits that they receive from the locality for their projects. The task force acknowledged that due to very limited staff devoted to this program, the state only issues permits for about 20 to 25 percent of the total construction activity. 

· Site inspections by the various state and local agencies are currently not coordinated.  A developer could receive multiple inspections from local and state inspectors and have to address different compliance issues with separate inspectors simultaneously.

· Enforcement authority is currently exercised by state and local agencies in varying degrees under the different regulatory stormwater programs.  

Stormwater management study

· As result of the Governor’s Natural Resources Leadership Summit (held April 2003), an interagency task force of state natural resource staff was created. 

· The task force met on six occasions, held five stakeholder group meetings with local governments, the building and development community, soil and water conservation districts and environmental organizations. Also received written comments. 
Report recommendations submitted to the Governor

· Effective July 2005, consolidate state stormwater programs related to construction and post-construction activities within the Department of Conservation and Recreation and transfer oversight of municipal stormwater programs to DCR.  (DCR is the state’s lead non-point source pollution agency.)
· Establish consistent statewide stormwater requirements for projects with land disturbances of 1 acre or more.

· Authorize local governments to implement stormwater management programs in conjunction with existing currently required erosion and sediment control programs.  In the absence of a local delegation, DCR will issue the stormwater permit in that jurisdiction.

· Develop a statewide uniform permit fee system, the majority of which is to be returned to localities that administer the program.

· Encourage low-impact approaches and better site designs in order to minimize stormwater runoff and long-term maintenance.

· Streamline local stormwater and erosion control program reviews within a single state agency (DCR).

· Simplify construction permits through a more uniform statewide construction-permitting program and streamlined local government reporting requirements.

· Shift board oversight responsibilities to the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board, which already oversees statewide erosion control programs along with DCR.

· Retain oversight of industrial stormwater permitting program at DEQ.

If adopted, what will this mean for:

The environment – A more comprehensive, coordinated and efficient approach to managing one of the state’s most significant sources of stream degradation and water quality impairment. Statewide treatment of stormwater from construction and post-construction activity.

Contractors/Developers – Less confusion and duplication when seeking permits and/or guidance in multiple jurisdictions. More consistent practices and inspection across the state. Dealings will be mainly with local governments or DCR. 
Local Governments – Direct involvement in stormwater activities. Less duplication in state oversight and reporting. More consistent program guidance.  Sharing of the state stormwater fees for those localities with delegated programs. Opportunity to combine local erosion and sediment control and stormwater programs.  “Opt-in” program delegation for smaller localities. 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts – An opportunity to interact with local governments in the implementation of new stormwater management programs and/or strengthened stormwater and erosion and sediment control programs. In 50 municipalities required to develop and maintain separate municipal stormwater systems (MS4s), there is also a public outreach and education component in the program requirements. This provides SWCDs another partnering opportunity with local governments. 

State agencies – Reduces duplication of effort, better definition of responsibilities. 

For more information, please contact DCR at 804.786.2123
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