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MINUTES

Members and Alternates









Hon. Penelope Gross, PWR Chair and Voting Representative for Fairfax County 

Hon. Marty Nohe, PWR 2nd Vice Chair, and Voting Representative for Prince William County

Hon. Harry Atherton, Voting Representative, Fauquier County

Sam Johnson, Voting Representative for Northern Neck SWCD

Ron Burgess, Voting Representative, Prince William SWCD

Hon. Art Hart, Voting Representative for Tri-County/City SWCD

Hon. Mary Lou Trimble, Voting Representative, John Marshall SWCD

Glenn Harvey, Alexandria Sanitation Authority, Voting Representative, Water Utilities

Hon. Kandy Hilliard, Voting Representative, Stafford County

Hon. Steve Cawthron, Voting Representative, Loudoun SWCD

Hon. Greg Evans, Voting Representative, Northern Virginia SWCD

Hon. David Bulova, Voting Alternate, Northern Virginia SWCD

Jimmie Jenkins, Voting Alternate, Fairfax County

Patricia Kurpiel, Voting Alternate, Tri-County/City SWCD

Stuart McKenzie, Alternate, Planning District Commissions

Marc Aveni, Non-voting Representative, Virginia DCR

Interested Parties

Denar Antelo, The Engineering Group, Inc.

Elizabeth Blackwell, Stafford County Planning Department

Lisa Booze, Prince William DPW

Carl Bouchard, Fairfax County DPWES

Michelle Brickner, Fairfax County DPWES/LDS

Ann Burgess, Prince William SWCD

Keshia Cheeks, Virginia DCR

Deirdre Clark, Fauquier County

Debbie Cross, Virginia DCR

James Edmunds, Loudoun County

Michael El-Hage, Prince William County DPW

Andrew Fellows, Clean Water Action

Farhang Feshari, Prince William County DPW

Paul Fleck, Christopher Consultants

David Hedges, Fauquier County

Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

Pete Holden, Loudoun SWCD

Wade Hugh, Prince William County DPW

Lance Kilby, Christopher Consultants

Nicholas J. Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD

John Matusik, The Engineering Group, Inc.

Jennifer McDonnell, Capitol Region Earth Force

Madan Mohan, Prince William County DPW

Shahram Mohsenin, Fairfax County DPWES

Katherine Mull, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Nic Kortlandt, John Marshall SWCD

Greg Prelewicz, Fairfax Water

Brian Rustia, Metropolitan Washington COG

Mary Sherrill, Fauquier County

Robert Shoemaker, Virginia DCR

Kristen Sinkez, Prince William DPW

Basant Sood, Fairfax County DPWES

Jamie Stepowany, Stafford County Planning Department

Richard Street, Tri-County/City SWCD

Jessie Strother, Fairfax County DPWES/Urban Forestry

Chairman Gross called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m., and took roll call. 

Ms. Hilliard welcomed everyone to Stafford County, and shared a brief introduction to Stafford County and the Aquia District.

Approval of Minutes

Ms. Hilliard noted that on page two, under the section titled PWR Letter of Support Request, the words “no recreation of any kind” should be  “passive recreation.”

Mr. Holden noted that on page two, under the section titled Venue Change, that Chaireman should be changed to Chairman.

A motion (Nohe-Hilliard) to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2004 meeting as amended, passed unanimously.

Proposed Change to PWR By-Laws Change (Second Reading)

The change (Article Three, Section One), would add two at large member slots to the PWR under the name of Citizens of the Watershed.  The members may not be from the same jurisdiction.  A motion (Harvey-Nohe) passed unanimously.

Chesapeake Bay Blue Ribbon Finance Panel – Chairman Gross

Chairman Gross, who served on the panel, announced that the panel’s report was complete.  She gave a brief overview of the 39 page report and discussed several of the panel’s recommendations.  

Recommendations Discussed 

1. Establishment of a Chesapeake Bay Financing Authority no later than January 2007 - Each of the six Bay states and the District of Columbia would hold seats on the executive council.   The Governors and D.C. Mayor would appoint experts, as necessary, to design both an interim funding strategy, and a concrete strategy for the long term.  

2. Federal Capitalization – Federal funding schedule would be: 1 billion dollars in 2005; 2 billion dollars per year in 2006, 2007, and 2008; and 2.5 billion dollars per year in 2009 and 2010.  The total match for the Bay states and D.C. would be 3 billion dollars.

3. Establish state surcharge programs throughout the bay watershed.

4. Develop a Hardship and Innovation Fund to supplement the Clean Waters State Revolving Loan Fund Program.
5. Have the Secretary of the United States Department of Agriculture sit on the Chesapeake Bay Financing Authority Executive Committee.

6. Develop a nutrient trading program for municipal and industrial wastewater treatment plants.  In addition, have tax exempt financing for industrial wastewater facilities established at the state level.

7. Improve the efficiency of the federal cost share programs – In addition, fully implement the conservation security program under the 2002 Farm Bill, and place greater emphasis on this program in the next Farm Bill.

8. Establish Stormwater Utility User fees – Established at the local level to fund stormwater abatement control projects and develop financial incentives that would be used to reduce the cost of urban retrofits.

9. Establish a tax on residential lawn fertilizer at the state level – In addition, require labeling on each bag of fertilizer.  It is estimated that this program will bring six million dollars.  Chairman Gross noted that this recommendation was a direct result of the PWR discussions on this subject. 

10. Allow for Transfer of Development Rights. 

11. Extend vehicle tax incentives to deal with air deposition.

12. Increase funding for the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program.  This is a federal program administered by USDA.

Mr. Evans asked how the Chesapeake Bay Financing Authority would be created.  Chairman Gross said the Authority will be created by the Federal Government.  The Executive Panel of the Chesapeake Bay Program will go before Congress and recommend the creation of this Authority.  

Mr. Rustia asked if the revised cost of the Bay clean-up included Maryland’s figures for septic system tax.  He also asked what the federal government’s total funding would be.  Chairman Gross was unsure if the Maryland septic system tax was included in the estimates.  The federal government’s total funding is 12 billion dollars.  

Mr. Rustia asked if the proposed nutrient trading program only included trading between point and non-point sources or just point sources.  Chairman Gross said trading is only between point sources.

Mr. Jenkins asked if funding was to provide loans or grants for wastewater?  Chairman Gross answered that grants were recommended for the agricultural sector, and loans were recommended for wastewater facilities.  

Mr. Bulova asked who would pick up the effort once the Blue Ribbon Funding Panel is disbanned.  Chairman Gross said the report goes to the Bay state Governors who make up the Chesapeake Bay Executive Council, and it will be up to them to carry the recommendations forward.

Mr. Nohe asked how the bay state’s portion (3 billion dollars) would be allocated among the states.  Chairman Gross said that has yet to be determined.  She added the report says, “The states 3 billion dollar matching funds are to be apportioned by whatever means the states choose.”

Mr. Cawthron asked why municipalities would get loans and agriculture would get grants?  Chairman Gross said that the financial experts on the panel felt strongly that in order to get the agricultural sector to cooperate, the grant system had to be maintained and encouraged.  Mr. Johnson added that cost share grants only cover a portion of the total costs, and the farmer must assume the balance.  

Legislative Committee Update – Kandy Hilliard

Ms. Hilliard said she discussed the idea of a “flush tax” with Joe Lerch.  Mr. Lerch is with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  Mr. Lerch said the Foundation is working on garnering public support for this idea.  A recent independent poll showed that a majority of Virginians would be willing to pay this sort of tax.  Ms. Hilliard said she and Mr. Aveni are organizing a meeting to discuss fertilizer labeling.  

Mr. Harvey gave an update on VAMWA (Virginia Association of Municipal Wastewater Authorities) legislative package. The Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources went before the State Water Control Board on August 31, and presented revisions to two state regulations.  First, cap loading numbers were assigned to each facility at their respective current capacities.  Facilities in Alexandria, Arlington, Fairfax, and Prince William caps would be 3mg/L of nitrogen below the fall line, and 4 mg/L nitrogen above the fall line.  Second, the idea called “trading light”.  It is the framework of a nutrient trading program, however, it is not complete.  

Mr. Jenkins mentioned that localities in Maryland are concerned about sending “flush tax” money to the state and not getting the same amount returned.  This also would be a concern in Virginia.

Mr. Nohe said that in regard to a “flush tax”, one segment of the population, either sewer or septic would feel they are bearing the brunt of the burden.  He also noted that both systems have their advantages.  Septic helps control development density, but sewer helps protect the environment.  

Mr. Harvey said that one concern with the proposed caps on wastewater treatment plants is that new plants will be required to have state of the art capabilities and will have zero trading allocations.

Katherine Mull said that the Northern Virginia Regional Commission recently participated in a forum discussing on-site wastewater treatment.  She pointed out that on-site wastewater facilities are not a temporary measure, they are a proven way of handling wastewater.  Also, the new alternative systems are highly efficient, and provide a high degree of treatment, though they do require additional over-site and maintenance.  Participants at the forum were in favor of a “flush tax” because some of the proceeds could be used to address the inspection and maintenance of on site wastewater treatment facilities.

Mr. Bulova asked how the PWR should handle its legislative program.

Chairman Gross presented two options; write a general letter to legislators discussing the need to clean up the Chesapeake Bay with some general recommendations, or have the legislative committee pull together specific recommendations, circulate them among the Roundtable, and finalize a letter based on the feedback. .

Mr. Evans was concerned that because of the timing of the legislative sessions, the legislative committee would need to pull together specific recommendations very quickly.   He suggested pushing for including urban cost-share programs and tax credits in the legislative package.  He also suggested recommending expanding cost-share eligibility to include education programs.  Mr. Bulova said that cost-share is funded from the WQIA.   The purpose of the WQIA Fund was to support “brick and mortar” type projects, and due to the high demand for funding for these projects, funding was not available for education and outreach.  

Mr. Bulova suggested recommending the restoration of SWCD funding to historic levels.  He also suggested re-establishing the Commission on the Future of the Virginia Environment.  This would provide another forum for environmental organizations to present their messages to legislators.  

Action Item – Ms. Hilliard will draft a letter to legislators and circulate it among the Roundtable for comments.

Tributary Strategies Update – Marc Aveni

Mr. Aveni provided a brief update on Virginia’s Tributary Strategies.  The final Strategy is scheduled for release early next year from Secretary Murphy’s office.  Once the document is released, Mr. Aveni will hold a meeting with the Potomac Tributary Team, as well as follow up with individual local governments and other groups as needed to develop a basin specific plan.  

Nutrient Sub-Committee Update – Robert Shoemaker 

Mr. Shoemaker announced a new DCR grant program to write nutrient management plans for schools, parks and golf courses.  He asked Roundtable members to find out who’s in charge of these various facilities, and encourage them to call the DCR Potomac Roundtable office for assistance.  Mr. Shoemaker also announced the initiation of the Stream Restoration Fund.   This program is being administered by the Army Corp of Engineers and operates similar to the Wetlands Bank.  Finally, Mr. Shoemaker announced that the rules for bio-solids were going from nutrient based program to phosphorus based program.   

Request for Funding Letters to Jurisdictions 

Chairman Gross suggested sending letters to the lead elected official, and the lead executive of each jurisdiction.  In addition, each PWR member and alternate should be carbon copied on the letters sent to their representative jurisdiction(s).  There was consensus from the group on this.  Mr. Nohe suggested sending a request for funding letter to the service authorities represented on the PWR.  

Goals for Next Year

Chairman Gross stated that the establishment of a website, and the completion of an annual report were among the goals for the PWR in 2005.  

Action Item – Mr. Harvey said he would e-mail a brochure of the VAMWA sponsored bio-solids conference to take place in November. 

Mr. Evans announced that he was stepping down as the Northern Virginia SWCD representative on the PWR.  Chairman Gross thanked him for his exemplary service.  

PWR Meeting Dates for 2005

January 7 – Hosted by the John Marshall SWCD

April 8 – Hosted by the Prince William SWCD

July 8 – Host to be announced

October 9 – Host to be announced

Chairman Gross adjourned the meeting at 11:40a.m.
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