Virginia Clean Streams Law

The Problem – Polluted Water

· Nearly 7,000 miles of rivers and streams in Virginia -- more than half of all those monitored by the state -- are polluted and listed on the Clean Water Act’s “dirty waters” list, including parts of Virginia’s major rivers -- the Potomac, James, Rappahannock, York, Shenandoah, New, Chowan and Roanoke.

· Virginia’s entire portion of the Chesapeake Bay and the tidal parts of its major Virginia rivers are listed as “dirty waters” due to excess nitrogen pollution. Nitrogen pollution causes algal blooms that close beaches, kill underwater grasses and rob the water of oxygen. 

· Huge “dead zones” of oxygen-starved water that kill fish, crabs and oysters have become common summer occurrences in the Bay and Virginia rivers. Last year’s “dead zone” was among the largest on record and covered 40 percent of the Bay.

· Virginia and the Bay states have until 2010 to clean up the Bay and its rivers or the federal government will impose sanctions. As a signatory to the regional Chesapeake Bay 2000 agreement, Virginia has pledged to reduce nitrogen pollution by 28 million pounds per year by 2010.

· The biggest sources of nitrogen pollution in Virginia are sewage treatment plants and industrial facilities. Cost estimates to upgrade treatment plants with modern, available nitrogen-reduction technology range from $600 million to $1.2 billion.

The Solution – The Virginia Clean Streams Law

· The Virginia Clean Streams Law will fairly, equitably and comprehensively finance the cleanup of Virginia’s rivers and Chesapeake Bay through a dedicated user fee on Virginia households and industries that utilize sewage treatment and septic systems. The proposed fee is $1 a week per household and less than $25 per week per industrial facility. Localities may exempt low-income households, and funds for local administrative costs will be provided. Spread statewide, the user fee would substantially reduce the cost to the average ratepayer for required sewage plant upgrades. 

· The fee would generate approximately $160 million per year for the Virginia Water Quality Improvement Fund, with 70 percent of the revenues dedicated to modernizing sewage treatment plants and 30 percent to providing incentives to farmers to reduce polluted runoff, the second-largest source of nitrogen pollution in Virginia. The fee would fund nearly all the costs of modernizing individual treatment plants. The Virginia Clean Streams Law will also financially encourage public-private partnerships as available under Virginia law.

· By upgrading the state’s sewage treatment plants with modern nitrogen-reduction technology, Virginia can achieve 70 percent of the nitrogen pollution reductions needed to meet the 2010 cleanup goals.  The result will be cleaner rivers, a cleaner Bay, a healthier seafood industry, enhanced recreation, fishing and tourism opportunities and a legacy of clean water for future generations of Virginians.
· Two-thirds of registered Virginia voters support paying an additional $1-a-week fee dedicated to cleaning up Virginia’s rivers. This overwhelming support cuts across all demographic and geographic areas of the state. 
For more information, contact Nina Luxmoore at nluxmoore@cbf.org or 804.780.1392.
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