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Michelle Brickner, Fairfax County DPWES

Anne Burgess, Prince William SWCD

Joanna Cornell, Northern Virginia SWCD

Edward Eads, Surfriders

Robert Forgione, UOSA

Jack Frye, Director, DCR Division of Soil and Water Conservation 

Tom Grizzard, Occoquan Monitoring Lab

Claudia Hamblin-Katnik, City of Alexandria
Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

Christin Jolicoeur, Northern Virginia SWCD

Joe Lerch, Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Karen Linett, UOSA

Julie Kiang, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin
Nicholas J. Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD

Evelyn Mahieu, UOSA

Shahram Mohsenin, Fairfax County DPWES

Katherine Mull, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Brian Owsenek, UOSA
Harold Post, Occoquan Monitoring Lab
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David Ward, Loudoun County DPW

Jim Banwert, Executive Director of UOSA welcomed everyone to the facility.
1st Vice Chairman Nohe called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  He began by taking roll call. 

Approval of Minutes

A motion (Holley – Ormsby) to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2005 meeting passed. 

Update on Funding Requests to Local Jurisdictions

Mrs. Hoffman read a message from Chairman Gross asking PWR members from jurisdictions that haven’t made a contribution to the PWR to encourage their local government officials to contribute.  Mr. Nohe announced the amounts that each contributing locality had contributed, and added that contributions have been approved, or are being considered as part of the budget process in Fairfax, Loudoun Counties. 

PWR Website and Report
Vice Chairman Nohe complimented the PWR website saying it was very useful and comprehensive.  He added that the website had over 3,500 hits in one month.  Vice Chairman Nohe asked that members who took copies of the PWR Report to distribute to their local officials at the last meeting let Mrs. Hoffman know how many they took.  He also encouraged those members who had not taken copies of the report to see Diane.
Report on funding the Chesapeake Bay Clean-up – Chairman Gross
Mrs. Hoffman read Chairman Gross’s report.  The effort to find funding solutions to clean up the Chesapeake Bay (suggested by the Blue Ribbon Finance Panel last fall, and later the Finance Authority Committee this spring and summer) has met with little response from the Executive Council.  Our Pleas for a prompt special meeting this summer were ignored, and the Principals Staff Committee to the Executive Council was scheduled to meet the first week of October, but there is no news to report.  Unfortunately, the financial needs of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed have been superseded by the recent devastation along the Gulf Coast, making a difficult task even more challenging. 
Report on Virginia Watershed Alliance (VWA) – Chairman Gross
Mrs. Hoffman read Chairman Gross’s report.  An informal in-person meeting of the VWA took place on September 10 in Goshen Virginia.  Several conference calls have taken place and the next, a video conference call is scheduled for October 19.  The main topic of discussion will be the legislative priority, to encourage the state to commit to continuing support of Virginia roundtables.  The Alliance is considering applying for a $5,000 DCR mini-grant for administrative support and a website.  To date, administrative support has been provided by the Shenandoah Roundtable to date.  
Potomac Forum IV (August 12) Summary – Sam Johnson

The Forum had 174 attendees.  The 69 evaluations that were turned in, and they were overwhelmingly positive.  Mr. Johnson offered a copy of the response summary to anyone who would like to see it.  The Roundtable turned a profit of $1,673.52.  The Roundtable has also applied for a $3,000 DCR mini-grant.  
Guiding Principles for a Virginia Urban Best Management Practices (BMP) Program – Jack Frye, Director DCR Division of Soil and Water Conservation
Mr. Frye said that in order to meet the goals of the Chesapeake Bay 2000 agreement, Virginia would need to realize more nutrient reduction in urban areas.  It has been shown that even if Virginia met all of its nutrient reductions in the agricultural sector, it would still not meet the tributary strategies goals.  He believes an urban cost-share program would help.  An urban cost-share program would need to be different from the agricultural cost-share program already in place in order to address the differences in the landowners and the land use.  For instance, agricultural land use has many acres per landowner, few landowners, and a shrinking base.  Urban land use has, in most instances, many landowners per acre, a large number of landowners, and a growing base.  Mr. Frye gave the following list of guiding principles for the creation of an urban BMP cost-share program.

1.  Recognize stormwater as a source water resource.  
2.  Avoid destruction of water usefulness by pollution.
3.  Citizen education is the cornerstone of any urban BMP program.

4.  Maximize individual and business stewardship of water resources.

5.  Better development practices sooner means less retrofitting later.
6.  Locally/regionally integrate water supply plans.

7.  All structural practices credited in a stormwater control system need long term maintenance.

8.  State cost-share practices should have a specific required lifespan with maintenance and be locally recognized.

9.  Consider local incentives.  WQIF could reimburse localities for lost revenue.  

Mrs. Ormsby asked if the maintenance of an urban BMP would or should be the responsibility of the landowner or the local government.  Mr. Frye said that the principle does not specify who should be responsible for maintenance.  Rather the intent is for local governments to recognize that maintenance needs to be done for the practice to continue being beneficial.  
Mr. Grymes asked if a study had been done to estimate the taxpayer cost of urban BMP maintenance.  Mr. Frye said no, however DCR recognizes that these cost estimates will need to be determined. 

Mr. Nohe added that educating the public about low impact development and stormwater management ponds is a necessary component of an urban BMP cost-share program.     
Mr. Nohe asked if localities have the authority to give tax credits for urban BMP practices.  Mr. Frye said that there are provisions in the Virginia code that allow localities to offer tax credits for riparian buffers, stream restoration, and shoreline protection; however, he was not sure of the exact language, and the extent to which localities could offer this.

Development of the 2006 PWR Legislative Package – Bruce Holley 
The following timeline was decided upon to develop the legislative package.  
Today – Develop list of legislative topics.

October 28 – Topics posted on website in the form of a draft legislative package.

November 15 – Deadline for group to submit comments.

November 20 – PWR executive committee finalizes legislative package via conference call.

November 25 – Legislative package sent to delegates and senators in the Potomac watershed.

Action Item – On October 28 Mr. Kokales is to send an e-mail reminder informing the group that the legislative topics are posted on the website.  

Topics for the draft legislative package are:

1. Support funding for the Chesapeake Bay.

2. Labeling on bags of specialty fertilizer.

3. Support the establishment of an urban BMP cost-share program and support of Mr. Fryes 9 principles for developing an urban BMP cost-share program.
4. Modify the buffer requirements for the spreading of bio-solids.
5. Support of Conservation Easements

6. Tree Preservation – granting localities the authority to preserve heritage trees.

7. Support protection measures for all streams, both perennial and intermittent headwater streams.

Upper Occoquan Sewage Authority (UOSA) – James Banwert
The authority was formed under the Virginia Water and Waste Act, and operations began in 1978. The plant serves the jurisdictions of Fairfax County, Prince William County, and the cities of Manassas and Manassas Park.  The plant has 172 employees and is a 24 hour, 7 day a week operation.  The UOSA annual budget is just under $50 million.  Mr. Banwert provided a brief pre-tour synopsis of the UOSA plant operations.  

History of Wastewater Management in the Occoquan Watershed – Dr. Thomas Grizzard, Occoquan Monitoring Lab 
The Occoquan Watershed is 570 square miles, and includes parts of 4 counties and 2 cities.  The Occoquan reservoir is 14 miles long.  The Alexandria Water Company impounded the Occoquan reservoir in 1957, and in 1967 passed ownership to the newly formed Fairfax Water Authority.  In 1971 the Virginia Water Control Board put forth a policy document (revised in 1981 and again in 1991) that authorized the construction of a state of the art reclamation facility (UOSA plant) with several requirements for stand-by treatment and emergency holding capacity among other things.  The policy document also proposed the development of an independent water quality monitoring program.  Dr. Grizzard explained how the plant has evolved over the years to meet changing water quality standards.  He also gave a detailed explanation of the plant operations including the relationship between the amount of nitrogen contained in the effluent and its beneficial effect on water quality in the downstream reservoir.
Member Time

Glen Harvey said that Virginia, Maryland, and DC are working together on a study to create a PCB TMDL for the Potomac river. 
Joe Lerch reminded everyone that November 14 is the last meeting of the General Assembly for 2005.  $2.3 billion in the Virginia budget has been appropriated for Bay clean-up and initiatives include: point sources, agricultural BMPs, and urban BMPs.  Mr. Lerch also invited everyone to visit the Chesapeake Bay Foundations new web page called Get Dedicated for Clean Streams (www.getdedicated.org.)
Mr. Grymes announced that the Prince William Conservation Alliance is requesting a $2 million DCR grant to purchase the Merrimac Farm.  The farm is 100 acres of contiguous non-tidal wetlands.  Half of the funding has been committed by the Quantico Marine Base and would represent the largest Marine Corps buffer acquisition in history.  
Mr. Hart welcomed those who were attending their first PWR meeting.  

The next PWR meeting will be on Friday, January 6 in Stafford County.  

Vice Chairman Nohe adjourned the meeting at 12:10 p.m.  Following lunch, UOSA staff conducted guided tours of the facility.    
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