Potomac Watershed Roundtable

Town Center
22 Washington Street

 Colonial Beach, Virginia 

Friday, April 7, 2006
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Agenda

9:30
Registration and Morning Refreshments Served Prior to the Meeting


(The Potomac Council will meet from 9:00 to 9:50)

10:00  
Call to Order and Roll Call  – Hon. Penny Gross, Chair
10:05
Welcome – Colonial Beach Town Council
10:10
Approval of the Minutes of the January 6, 2006 meeting – Penny Gross

10:15
Chairman’s Time – Penny Gross
1) Chesapeake Bay Program’s Local Government Advisory Committee 

2) Virginia Watersheds Alliance (VAWA)

3) Environment Virginia Conference at VMI April 18-20 
10:45
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Nutrient Trading  – Helping To Meet Nutrient Targets –  Kyle Winter, P.E., Manager, Office of Water Permit Programs, Division of Water Quality Programs, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

The task of restoring the Chesapeake Bay poses a variety of challenges to utility operators, industries, landowners and government agencies.  In 2005, the approval of several regulations effectively capped the nutrient loads from point sources of wastewater.  These regulations will effect how communities manage future growth, how industries remain profitable and how farm and forest land is preserved.  The Department of Environmental Quality is developing a watershed-based permit regulation that is intended to provide point source dischargers flexibility in managing the nutrient caps, while providing an incentive for landowners to reduce nonpoint sources of nutrients to the Bay.  This presentation will outline the proposed regulation and several of the issues that it is intended to address.
11:40
Conservation Planning for the Agricultural BMP Cost-Share Program  – Dwight Forrester, Conservation Specialist, Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District

In order to participate in the Virginia Agicultural  Best Management Practice Cost Share Program, farmers need to develop conservation plans, which define how they will manage their land.  This presentation will explain what goes into this planning.  In the Chesapeake Bay area, these plans have components for 1) nutrient management, which includes fertilizer and animal waste, 2) for preventing or reducing erosion, which includes crop and pasture management, and 3) for integrated pest management.   They also define Resource Protection Areas, or vegetated buffers for streams, wetlands, ponds and certain floodplains.  
12:15
Lunch –  $10 in cash, or checks may be made out to “NNSWCD” (Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District).  Receipts will be provided.

12:45
A Look at Legislative Issues –  Kandy Hilliard, Citizen of the Watershed member and PWR Legislative Chair
The Roundtable sent letters to the 40 Virginia Delegates who represent the Roundtable’s  area, encouraging them to support four issues – funding to clean up the Bay, labeling of specialty household fertilizer, establishing an urban BMP cost-share program, and passing enabling legislation for tree preservation (see website for a copy of the letter).  The Roundtable also was active during the General Assembly session.  How did these and other legislative initiatives of interest to Roundtable members fare?  Are there issues that should be put into the Roundtalbe’s legislative hopper for next year?
 1:15
Educational Initiative – Sam Johnson, Virginia Cooperative Extension and Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District Director; and Art Hart, Tri-County City Soil and Water Conservation District Director


The Potomac Council has been exploring the need to educate the community about how actions on the land affect local water quality and the health of the Chesapeake Bay, and to encourage everyone to implement behaviors that reduce nonpoint source pollution and help to improve water quality.  What are the opportunities for Roundtable members to help further this effort?  How can localities best use their resources to bring about good practices that have a positive effect on natural resources protection and water quality?
 1:40
Trash Summit – Trash Free Potomac by 2013 – Penny Gross, member of the Advisory Committee

The Trash Summit was held on March 16 at the World Bank, with almost 200 attendees from Maryland, Virginia and Washington DC.  There were interesting and inspiring presentations and break-out sessions.  There are plans to show an engaging 4-minute video – the  opening to the Summit (set to Star Wars music) and the journey of a plastic bottle. 

On April 8, the Alice Ferguson Foundation is coordinating stream cleanups across the region.  To find a site, go to  www.fergusonfoundation.org  or call 301-292-5665
 1:55 
Member Time – Issues, Information, Announcements
 2:30
Wrap Up and Adjourn

Go to the Roundtable’s website  www.potomacroundtable.org  for
· A map and description of the Potomac Watershed  Roundtable – its mission and guiding principles   

· By-laws and officers
· Roundtable meeting schedule and meeting announcements
· Agendas, minutes and presentations from past meetings

· The PWR Report

· Contact information for all members and alternates

· Legislative initiatives

· Announcements and member events 
