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Members and Alternates









Hon. Penny Gross, PWR Chair, and Voting Representative for Fairfax County

Hon. Harry Atherton, 2nd Vice Chair and Voting Representative for Fauquier County

Sam Johnson, Voting Representative, Northern Neck SWCD

Arthur Hart, Voting Representative, Tri-County/City SWCD

Glenn Harvey, Voting Representative, Water Utilities

Bob Tudor, Voting Representative, John Marshall SWCD

Jimmie Jenkins, Voting Alternate, Fairfax County

Patricia Kurpiel, Voting Alternate, Tri-County/City SWCD

Monica Lear, Non-Voting Alternate, Virginia Cooperative Extension

Sally Ormsby, Voting Representative, Northern Virginia SWCD

Kandy Hilliard, Voting Representative, Citizen of the Watershed

Greg Meade, Non-voting Representative, VA Dept. of Forestry

Charles Grymes, Voting Representative, Environmental

Bruce Holley, Voting Representative, Citizen of the Watershed

Wade Hugh, Voting Alternate, Prince William County

Paige Thacker, Voting Alternate, Prince William SWCD
Interested Parties

Marc Aveni, DCR Potomac Watershed Office

Adam Crist, Stafford County

Debbie Cross, Virginia DCR

Lee Daniels, Virginia Tech

Charles Greene, Stafford County

Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD

Steve Hubble, Stafford County

Charlie Ivins, Tri-County/City SWCD

Nicholas J. Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD

Bruce McGranahan, Loudoun County

Katherine Mull, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Garland Robertson, USDA-NRCS

Fred Rose, Fairfax County

Daniel Schwartz, Northern Virginia SWCD

Bob Slusser, Virginia DCR

Lloyd Wright
Chairman Gross opened the meeting at 11:05a.m.  She called the roll, and asked that as each representatives to describe an environmental initiative being undertaken in their jurisdiction. 
Chairman Gross – Fairfax County Board of Supervisors designated 1 cent of the County tax rate for stormwater initiatives.  She explained that the challenge has been spending the money, because finding, planning and completing these projects takes time.

Glenn Harvey – He is chairing the Virginia Nutrient Credit Exchange Implementation Committee.  The Committee is currently studying point source trading, and scheduling upgrades to wastewater treatment plants in Virginia.

Sam Johnson – The Northern Neck SWCD has been allocated  $300,000 in Cost Share funding, but has  sign-up for $900,000, thus demand is exceeding available funding.  

Pete Holden – The Loudoun SWCD participated in a Water Forum that was organized by Steve Snow, a Loudoun County Supervisor.  Point sources and other water issues including controlling water pollution within Loudoun County were among the topics of discussion.

Bob Tudor – The John Marshall SWCD has been working with Fauquier County on erosion control issues and discussing ways to make the process better.  

Paige Thacker – The Prince William SWCD applied for a Virginia Tech Grant to study runoff from manure storage structures.  The study will use a rainfall simulator to analyze runoff from these structures.

Wade Hugh – Prince William County is partnering with the Nature Conservancy which acts as a clearinghouse for wetland mitigation funds, and is working on implementing several on the ground projects including several stream restoration projects.  

Bruce Holley – Prince William County Watershed Management sent brochures to residents who have property in a Resource Protection Area (RPA).  The brochure explains the rules and regulations regarding an RPA.  Also, as the Chairman of the Prince William County Planning Commission, Mr. Holley is working on making the commission more proactive with respect to land use and water issues.  

Harry Atherton – Fauquier County is looking into establishing a riparian buffer easement program.  Also, the County is about to adopt a reservoir protection overlay district.   A County wide water resources study is underway, which is the first step in a County wide ground water study.
Charlie Grymes – The Prince William Conservation Alliance came very close to receiving a grant to preserve the Merrimac Farm property (300 acres along Cedar Run Creek).  The Alliance’s strategy has shifted to studying Prince William County’s comprehensive plan, specifically the open space charter, and encouraging beneficial changes.

Art Hart – The Tri-County/City SWCD is working with the Counties it serves on erosion and sediment control programs, stormwater management dams, and promoting low impact development (LID).  
Jimmie Jenkins – Fairfax County DPWES is working on upgrades to the  Norman Cole wastewater treatment plant. Fairfax County is working on amending to its Public Facilities Manual to offer LID tools and criteria for developers in designing LIDs.  Also, the County is working with the Northern Virginia Regional Commission to update the regional BMP manual to include LID practices.  
Marc Aveni – There is currently a surplus in the Water Quality Improvement (WQIA) fund.  DCR has received 200 proposals for  tributary strategy related projects in both Bay and non-Bay portions of the state.  DCR is currently reviewing these proposals, and will make selections shortly.  
Patricia Kurpiel – As an Associate Director of the Tri-County/City SWCD, she is working for the preservation of the environmentally unique Crows Nest property.

Kandy Hilliard – She is working on promoting specialty fertilizer labeling, and the protection of the Crows Nest property.

Steve Hubble – Implementing LID projects are being implemented in Stafford County including the bio-retention facility in the parking lot of this facility.
Monica Lear – As Extension Agent for Arlington County, she is educating homeowners about the impacts they have on water quality.

Greg Meade – The Virginia Department of Forestry is hiring eight water quality specialists that will be posted around the State in an effort to become more involved in water quality issues.

Bob Slusser – As the new DCR Potomac Watershed field coordinator, he is working with various homeowner associations and non-governmental organizations in the Watershed to implement elements of the tributary strategies.
Adam Crist – Stafford County is empHasizing the use of LID.

Bruce McGanahan – As the Loudoun County Environmental Coordinator, he is finding ways to deal with the environmental impacts of overwhelming growth in the County.

A motion (Holley – Atherton) to approve the minutes as presented passed.

Chairman Gross announced the dates and locations of the remaining meetings in 2006.  They are:

April 7 in Colonial Beach

July 7 in Loundoun County

October 6 in Fauquier County

Chairman Time
The new Secretary of Natural Resources, Hon. Preston Bryant will take office on January 14, 2006.  Mr. Bryant served on the Bolling Commission while he was a member of the Virginia House of Delegates.  Chairman Gross suggested the PWR send a letter of congratulations.  
A motion (Holley – Ormsby) to send a letter of congratulations along with a copy of the PWR report and a list of the PWR’s current legislative issues passed.

Action Item – Chairman Gross and Mrs. Hoffman will collaborate on writing the letter. 

Chairman Gross announced that the second Citizen of the Watershed PWR position was vacant.  

A motion (Gross – Ormsby) to appoint Ms. Hilliard to the vacant Citizen of the Watershed member slot passed.
Potomac Council (PC) Meeting – Sally Ormsby
The PC recommended the PWR send requests for contributions (as was done last year) to member jurisdictions shortly as these jurisdictions are currently working on budgets for the coming fiscal year.  

A motion (Holley – Ormsby) to send funding letters passed.

Washington Post Article 

 Chairman Gross cited the recent Washington Post article on the General Accounting Office (GAO) report on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) handling of the Chesapeake Bay clean-up.  The GAO report made several recommendations, including the overarching recommendation of ramping up the entire Bay clean-up effort.  The report was not critical of EPA’s spending of funds.  EPA agreed with all the GAO recommendations.  Chairman Gross is concerned that taking time to implement the GAO recommendations could impact on-going efforts.

Virginia Watershed Alliance (VAWA) Update     
VAWA has been holding conference calls about every six weeks.  Three initiatives have been put into motion:

1. Working on getting 501c(3) designation

2. Creating a memorandum of understanding among all the Virginia Roundtables.

3. Building partnerships with other agencies. 

The next VAWA meeting will be held on April 18, 2006 at the Environment Virginia meeting at Virginia Military Institute in Lexington, Virginia.

Acid Sulfate Soils – Dr. Lee Daniels, Virginia Tech
Dr. Daniels explained that acid sulfate soils are formed by the presence of pyrite, and is naturally occurring in coastal plain sediments.  Acid sulfate soils can resemble organic rich dark top soil, and if tested as soon as they are exposed can show pH levels of 6 or 7.  But once these soils are exposed to air, they become extremely acidic reaching pH levels between 2 and 3.  These soils cause many problems, including not being able to support vegetation, and eating away concrete and asphalt.  To date, 150 acid sulfate soil sites have been found.  
Stafford Airport Study – Dr. Daniels
The Stafford Airport is the largest acid sulfate soil site found to date in Virginia.   At one point, the pH level of a secondary creek running through the property was 3.3.  Certain locations on the site had a pH level of 1.7.  An experimental solution was undertaken to try and solve the problem. Lime stabilized bio-solids were applied to the soil at an average of 10 tons per acre, 6” deep.   As a rule of thumb, for every 1% of pyrite in the soil, 62 tons of lime per acre are required to neutralize it.  The bio-solids presented a water quality problem initially.  Ammonium from the bio-solids nitrified and the nutrient level spiked short term which was toxic to fish and other aquatic creatures.  If the site had been seeded by early April the ammonium problem would not have been as intense, and overall would have not been problems.  It was determined that applying bio-solids was not the only solution, however, it was the most cost effective one.  
Ms. Hilliard said that there were many complaints about the tremendous odor caused by the bio-solids at the Stafford Airport site.  She also mentioned that a new interchange in Stafford County has been delayed for two years as a result of acid sulfate soils.  She suggested that the Stafford Board of Supervisors be shown Dr. Daniel’s presentation.  Chairman Gross suggested a white paper on the subject of acid sulfate soils be written and distributed among local jurisdictions.  She appointed a committee (Gross – Hilliard – Holley – Harvey) to work on writing the white paper.  

Regional Stormwater Education Campaign – Katherine Mull
The Northern Virginia Regional Commission is working on an educational campaign to change people’s behavior with regard to over fertilization of grass, scooping dog litter, and dumping of motor oil into storm drains.  NVRC is attempting to keep the message simple and concise.  It will be similar to last year’s campaign.
Legislative Issues – Chairman Gross
Chairman Gross provided the group with copies of legislative packages from several organizations including the Northern Virginia Regional Commission (NVRC), the Virginia Association of Counties (VACO), the Virginia Municipal League, and the Virginia Association of SWCD’s (VASWCD).   Virginia Senator, Patsy Ticer has sponsored a bill for requiring labeling of specialty fertilizer, an item in the PWR legislative package.  The USDA Farm Bureau was initially against this legislation, thus the bill specifically reads household specialty fertilizer, making it clear that it does not target fertilizer for agricultural use.  

Chairman Gross cited several items on the various legislative packages including cost share for urban best management practices and tax credits.  Mrs. Ormsby said that there is a lot of support for this among districts with urban land issues.  DCR has worked on this issue this past year, however it is not ready to present it as a legislative item.  Delagate David Bulova is drafting a bill that would call for a BMP tax credit study to be conducted in the coming year. 
Chairman Gross suggested using a VACO approach, which is to send a survey to its membership to see who has a relationship with which legislators.  Then VACO encourages those members to lobby.  

Action Item – Customize VACO survey for the PWR and eventually for the VAWA.  

Mr. Holley suggested asking PWR members to review past minutes and point out issues that may have gone unresolved.  

Member Time
Mr. Aveni announced that DCR is sponsoring an Erosion and Sediment Control Workshop in Fredericksburg on March 8, 2006.  The Workshop is geared toward erosion and sediment inspectors. 

Mr. Aveni announced several grant opportunities including a DCR program offering funding for nutrient management planners to write plans for parks, golf courses, and other locations.   
Mr. Holley moved to adjourn.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:38p.m.  
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