Potomac Watershed Roundtable

Rust Library

380 Old Waterford Road, Leesburg, VA

Friday, July 14, 2006
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Draft Agenda

9:30
Registration and Morning Refreshments Served Prior to the Meeting

(The Potomac Council will meet from 9:00 to 9:50)

10:00  
Call to Order and Roll Call – Hon. Penny Gross, Chair
10:05
Approval of the Minutes of the April 7, 2006 meeting – Penny Gross

10:10
Chairman’s Time – Penny Gross
1) Chesapeake Bay Program’s Local Government Advisory Committee – and May 5 testimony at Congessional hearing on Chesapeake Bay reauthorization legislation
2) Virginia Watersheds Alliance (VAWA)

3) Environment Virginia Conference at VMI April 18-20 
10:30
Low Impact Development Work Group –  Bob Slusser, Watershed Field Coordinator, Potomac Watershed Office, Department of Conservation and Recreation.  

A proposal for the Potomac Watershed Roundtable to sponsor and launch a Low Impact Development (LID) Working Group, which would meet quarterly to exchange information on LID practices within the Potomac Watershed.  The working group would draw on members’ knowledge and experiences, as well as hear from guest speakers.  A one-day conference is being planned for September 22 to exchange information between jurisdictions that have had practical on-the-ground experience implementing LID practices and other jurisdictions that are exploring these new ideas. 

10:50
Urban Forestry Roundtable –  Elisabeth Larder, Principal, Lardner/Klein Landscape Architects and member of the Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable
An update on what’s happening with the Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable – a forum for inter-jurisdictional communication and policy development for use by local governments, tree commissions, citizen-based enviornmental groups, and the public. The two Roundtables may want to explore opportunities to work together.  At its meeting on May 19, the Urban Foresry Roundtable discussed tree conservation legislation, and plans to continue that discussion at its meeting in September.  
11:10
A Look at Legislative Issues –  Kandy Hilliard, Citizen of the Watershed member and PWR Legislative Chair

A review of how legislative issues, which are of interest to the Roundtable, fared in the last General Assembly session, and a look ahead at issues to put into the Roundtable’s legislative hopper for the 2007 session.  Issues identified now will be presented for approval at the October Roundtable meeting.
11:35
Educational Initiative – Sam Johnson, Virginia Cooperative Extension and Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District Director

At the April Roundtable meeting, the Potomac Council introduced an initiative to raise awareness and encourage everyone to implement behaviors that reduce nonpoint source pollution and help to improve water quality in the Chesapeake Bay.  A Roundtable discussion will explore ways to help further this effort, as well as opportunities to work together.  How can localities best use their resources to bring about good practices that have a positive effect on natural resources protection and water quality?

12:00
Lunch –  $10 in cash, or checks may be made out to “LSWCD” (Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District).  Receipts will be provided.

12:30
A Proposal for Phosphorus Reduction in Scotts Lawn Products – Rich Martinez, Chief Environmental Officer, Scotts Miracle Gro Company, Marysville, Ohio
The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company is spearheading an initiative to reduce the phosphorus content in its widely-sold line of commercial lawn fertilizers.  It discussed this initiative with the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments in May, and earlier with the Chesapeake Bay Program.  A reduction of phosphorus in its products by 50% by 2009, potentially equates to a reduction in phosphorus applied to lawns in the Chesapeake Bay watershed of about one million pounds per year.  This proposal presents opportunities for local governments and others, and also has potential benefits to localities who are striving to reduce nonpoint source pollution reduction goals.   
 1:40 
Member Time – Issues, Information, Announcements
 2:00
Wrap Up and Adjourn

For directions to the Rust Library and minutes and materials from past meetings, 

visit the Potomac Watershed Roundtable’s website at  www.potomacroundtable.org  
