POTOMAC WATERSHED ROUNDTABLE

Quarterly Meeting – June 15, 2007
Frederick P. Griffith, Jr. Water Treatment Plant, Laurel Hill (Lorton), Virginia
MINUTES

Members and Alternates









Hon. Penny Gross, PWR Chair; Voting Member, Fairfax County
Adrian Fremont, Voting Alternate, City of Fairfax

Traci Goldberg, Voting Member, Water/Wastewater Utilities

Charles Grymes, Voting Alternate, Environmental

Otto Guttenson, Voting Member, Environmental

Hon. Arthur Hart, Voting Member, Tri-County/City SWCD

Glenn Harvey, Voting Member, Water/Wastewater Utilities

Hon. Kandy Hilliard, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Bruce Holley, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Kim Hosen, Voting Member, Environmental

Hon. Woody Hynson, Voting Member, Westmoreland County

Sam Johnson, Voting Member, Northern Neck SWCD
Jim McGlone, Non-Voting Member, Virginia Department of Forestry

Stuart McKenzie, Voting Alternate, Northumberland County; and Voting Alternate, Planning District

      Commissions
Hon. Paul Milde, Voting Member, Stafford County

Hon. Sally Ormsby, Voting Member, Northern Virginia SWCD
John Peterson, Voting Alternate, Northern Virginia SWCD
Arlen Ricke, Non-Voting Member, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

Kelly Vanover, Non-Voting Member, Department of Conservation and Recreation
Interested Parties
Randy Bartlett, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Jeannie Bailey, Fairfax Water

Jack Blair, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Deirdre Clark, Fauquier County

Shawan Fatah, Fairfax Water

Norm Goulet, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Laura Grape, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Claudia Hamblin-Katnik, City of Alexandria

Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD
Christin Jolicoeur, Northern Virginia SWCD

Bob Jordan, Greenways Coalition

Nick Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD

Bruce McGranahan, Loudoun County

Mishelle Noble, Fairfax Water

Marshall Popkin, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Greg Prelewicz, Fairfax Water

Paul Santay, Stafford County

Bob Slusser, Department of Conservation and Recreation

Basant Sood, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Robert Swanson, Department of Environmental Quality
Call to Order and Welcome.  Chairman Penny Gross called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  She thanked Fairfax Water for hosting the meeting.  She noted the historical marker at the entrance, which commemorates the site of the Occoquan Workhouse where the Suffragettes were imprisoned in 1917 for demonstrating on behalf of women’s right to vote.  Mrs. Gross recognized Chuck Murray, General Manager, and Phil Alin, Chairman of the Board.  On behalf of Fairfax Water, Mr. Alin, welcomed the Roundtable and thanked it for its work to make watersheds better.    

Roll Call.  Mrs. Gross called roll and asked everyone else present to introduce themselves.  She noted that Andrew McDonald is no longer on the City of Alexandria Council and that a letter should be sent to the Council to request that a member of the Council be appointed to the Roundtable.  She announced that Delegate Robert Wittman and Delegate David Bulova have agreed to be appointed as the Roundtable members who are members of the General Assembly. 
Minutes.  Stuart McKenzie noted on page 4, under “Oyster Culture Project” that Intensive Aquaculture is clutchless.  He also asked for two clarifications on page 6 under “Nutrient Reduction Requirements:” locating a regional facility to receive septic pumpouts would be difficult as a result of the nutrient cap and nutrient allocations; and a new waste water treatment plant increases the county’s nutrient load discharged to the Commonwealth’s waters. A motion (Holley-Ormsby) passed to approve the minutes of the April 13, 2007 meeting, as amended.  
Reports and Updates.

· Legislative Update – Extension-Stormwater Position at VA Tech.  As a follow up to the Roundtable’s legislative initiative to support the establishment of a stormwater management faculty position at Virginia Tech, Mrs. Gross said that she sent a letter to the dean and others at Virginia Tech urging them to use the recently appropriated funding from the General Assembly to fund this position.  She said that she has learned that the position will be established and that efforts from organizations such as the Roundtable were instrumental in raising this position to one of the top three that were funded.   She suggested the Roundtable continue to follow the progress of this position, and perhaps send another letter, as the position is established, the parameters are defined, and the position is filled.  
· Donation to Virginia Tech.  Mrs. Hoffman said that WSSI hosted the May 7 Low Impact Development Demonstration workshop, and in lieu of being reimbursed for the food that it provided, WSSI asked that a donation be made to Tess Wynn for LID research at Virginia Tech.   A check for $750 will be sent. 
· Point Source Nutrient Credit Exchange Program.  Mr. Harvey noted that with waste water treatment plants in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed being required to meet maximum load allocations by 2010, and to prevent construction industry gridlock with 127 plants needing to make upgrades at the same time, 105 waste water treatment facilities, representing 98% of the flow, have chosen to join the nutrient credit exchange program. 
· Membership Committee.   Mrs. Ormsby said the by-laws provide that a member’s term begins as of the closest January 1 to when the position is filled.  This allows for varying effective dates of term, and can become confusing.  The current jurisdictional and conservation district members’ terms all began January 1, 2007.  In order to bring about consistency, the committee will propose a by-law change whereby all stakeholder member terms will begin January 1, 2008, and mid-term appointments will be made to fill unexpired terms.  The mid-term appointees would be eligible for re-appointment for the next three-year term.  This by-law amendment will be offered for first approval at the October meeting.  
· EPA-Local Government Advisory Committee.  Mrs. Gross said she has been appointed to the Local Government Advisory Committee to the EPA.  
Potomac Forum V - August 10 at GMU, Prince William Campus.  Sam Johnson, chair of the Forum planning committee, reported that all speakers have been confirmed for an outstanding program with a focus on Conserve Land to Conserve Water – Concepts and Strategies to Preserve Farms, Forests and Open Space.  Speakers include Secretary of Natural Resources Preston Bryant, Senator Patsy Ticer, and DCR Director Joe Maroon.  Presentations include:  Sarah Richardson, DCR, on tools for open space preservation; Bob Lee, Virginia Outdoor Foundation, on easements, both statewide and in the Potomac watershed; Kevin Schmidt, VDACS, on purchase of development rights programs; Mike Rolband, Wetland Studies and Solutions, on private industry initiatives; Jeanette Stewart, Lands and Waters, on public-private partnerships; and Harry Atherton from Fauquier and Noel Kaplan from Fairfax County on strategies local governments can use to conserve land.  Delegate David Bulova will wrap up and comment on HB 1150 and other state and legislative initiatives.  Penny Gross and Marty Nohe will serve as morning and afternoon moderators.  Mr. Johnson thanked his committee members:  Art Hart, Debbie Cross, Paige Thacker, Sally Ormsby, Diane Hoffman, Pete Holden, Kelly Vanover, Charlie Grymes, Kim Hosen, Bob Slusser, Bob Tudor, and Christin Jolicoeur.  He noted that the Forum is funded in part by the DCR grant to support the Roundtable.  Mrs. Gross thanked Mr. Johnson for again doing a great job of planning an excellent Forum.  

Challenges of the Stormwater Permitting Process.  Randy Bartlett, Fairfax County’s Director of Stormwater, gave a presentation about the requirements and permitting process for the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS-4) Permit.  He provided a brief history of the MS-4 permits and the federal, state and local roles.  The permits are issued to localities for a specific period of time and then must be renewed.  He noted that the state and county have the shared goals of improving water quality, maintaining and upgrading a good infrastructure, exploring innovative technology, educating the public and increasing awareness, and monitoring progress and results.  Yet, how the regulations should be written and the program implemented raises concerns and presents considerable challenges:  resources are diverted to reporting; there is limited experience with and validation of developing technology, which may be required; regulations can serve to discourage flexibility and local innovation; and, when a plan or voluntary efforts become prescribed as part of a permit, they cannot be modified when unforeseen circumstances or opportunities arise.  Another concern is the large amount of resources needed to perform extensive and frequent inspections and to track and report activities.  There is a concern about the definition of terms such as ‘maximum extent practicable’ and ‘prohibitive’ and ‘unreasonable’ costs.  Liability issues and the possibility of third party law suits are concerns.  Also, with both process requirements and outcome requirements in the permit, practices can be implemented without meeting water quality standards, or water quality standards can be met without implementing best management practices.  Mr. Bartlett concluded that the permitting process needs to take into consideration the challenges and concerns so that the permit is supportive and does not become a hindrance or disincentive to achieve water quality goals.  
Potomac River Basin Drinking Water Source Protection Partnership. Greg Prelewicz, Chief, Source Water Protection and Planning with Fairfax Water, discussed the work of the Partnership, which is a regional organization with 19 members, including water utilities, state and federal agencies, and other organizations.  It focuses on drinking water and receives administrative support from the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin.  With 15,000 square miles of watershed and a water supply for 4.6 million people, the Partnership addresses the need to coordinate efforts to prevent contamination of the water supply, to conduct source water assessments, to coordinate efforts to benefit multiple water systems, to establish a dialogue among water suppliers and government agencies and to promote information sharing.  Also, the Partnership gives water utilities and their governmental counterparts a stronger voice in watershed protection efforts and programs already in place.  The Partnership identifies priorities and forms workgroups to address key issues, such as emerging contaminants (e.g., endocrine disruptors), pathogens (e.g., Giardia and Cryptosporidium), chemical interactions in the water, early warning and emergency response plans, urban issues (e.g., CSOs, road salts and deicers, stormwater regulations), outreach, and funding.  An ongoing workgroup reviews technical reports and tracks national research efforts.  The Partnership may work with others on common issues, such as the Cryptosporidium Source Tracking Study, initiated in October 2006, which is a joint effort among the Partnership, the Center for Disease Control and the EPA.  Monitoring sites include treatment plant intakes and sites within the watershed, base flow sampling and wet weather sampling.  The website,  www.potomacriver.org/water_quality/safewater.htm , provides more information about the Partnership’s efforts.  
Regional Water Supply Planning.  Traci Goldberg, Manager, Planning, Fairfax Water, discussed the ongoing efforts in the Northern Virginia and Washington Metropolitan Area to coordinate water supply planning activities and to meet Virginia’s regulatory requirement for all jurisdictions to prepare a water supply plan.  The major water suppliers in the Washington Metropolitan Area (“CO-OP”) include Fairfax Water, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, and Washington Aqueduct (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers).  Suppliers and jurisdictions have entered into several agreements.  The Low Flow Allocation Agreement (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Maryland, Virginia, DC, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission and Fairfax Water) signed in 1978, establishes allocation rules for Potomac River withdrawals during extreme drought conditions.  Implementation takes place in stages and allocations are determined according to a formula.  The goal of the Water Supply Coordination Agreement (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, DC, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Fairfax Water, and the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin (ICPRB)) signed in 1982, is to reduce the risk of ever having to require allocations.  It promotes sharing the benefits, risks, resources and costs in order to achieve this goal, and includes modeling, forecasting, drought management procedures and maintaining reservoir capacity.  Low flows trigger daily monitoring and reporting of withdrawals to the ICPRB.  If there is a probability of not meeting reservoir capacities or if withdrawals are estimated to exceed Potomac flows, actions include coordinated releases from Jennings Randolph and Little Seneca Lake and utility coordination on withdrawal targets.  Ms. Goldberg described the Occoquan Reservoir Response Curve, a long term planning tool that is used to assist with meeting the ‘95% full by June 1st’ reliability rule.  With this knowledge, Fairfax Water can coordinate production at its Corbalis Plant with that at the Griffith Plant in order to maintain or increase the volume in the Occoquan Reservoir.  A companion program, the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments Drought Response Plan, includes many non CO-OP jurisdictions and groundwater.  It tracks water supply conditions, clarifies the drought status of communities in the region, provides annual briefings and monthly outlook reports, and promotes the Wise Water Use campaign.  The Northern Virginia jurisdictions have signed an MOU agreeing to participate in a regional plan in order to meet the Virginia regulatory requirements for Water Supply Planning.  Data collection and plan preparation is being coordinated by the Northern Virginia Regional Commission, and includes the CO-OP and non-CO-OP suppliers and areas served by wells.  The ICPRB is providing planning support for the CO-OP utilities.  Much of the information required by the state—description of existing water sources and conditions, existing use, projected demand, identification of alternative ways to address deficits, conservation efforts—is being collected by the CO-OP already.  Hence, efforts will be complementary, not duplicative.  The regional plan is due to the state in November 2011 and will be reviewed every 5 years.  The state decides if the plan is consistent with the regulations.  During the discussion that followed, several suggested the Roundtable learn more about gray water re-use and rainwater harvesting.  

Member Time:

(  Paul Milde reported that the landfill in Stafford County reached a voluntary recycling rate of 40%.  He also said the County is moving forward with a Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) initiative.
(  Green Buildings.  Mrs. Gross said there was an excellent Green Building presentation at the recent Trash Summit in Washington, DC, which would be a good presentation for the Roundtable to hear.
Otto Guttenson recommended inviting the Sidwell Friends School in Arlington to make a presentation about its green building.  Sam Johnson suggested asking Mike Rolband to talk about the new WSSI green building in Gainesville.

(  Basant Sood reported that the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services created a demonstration rain garden for the Fairfax Fair in early June, which sparked a great deal of interest among Fair-goers. 

(  Glenn Harvey said there would be a briefing on the afternoon of July 10 in the DEQ Northern Virginia Regional Office on the tidal Potomac TMDL for PCB levels.  
(  Kim Hosen reported that the Prince William Conservation Alliance is working to preserve a portion Cedar Run.  The Virginia Land Conservation Foundation has just awarded $820,000 to support this effort.  
(  Sally Ormsby announced the July 14 Green Breakfast in Fairfax City will feature Land Conservation. 

(  Penny Gross said that related to Richard Louv’s book, Last Child in the Woods, and recognizing the concept of ‘Nature Deficit Disorder,’ a Fairfax County Park Authority nature center, Hidden Oaks, is offering special programs for children to give them hands-on experiences and help them become connected to their natural environment.  
History of Fairfax Water and the Griffith Water Treatment Plant.  Jeannie Bailey, public affairs officer for Fairfax Water, gave a brief overview of the history and operation of the facility.  Chartered by the Commonwealth in 1957, Fairfax Water has a commitment to safeguard public health and safety and to provide high quality drinking water to its 1.5 million customers.  It withdraws 55% of its water from the Potomac and 45% from the Occoquan.  According to a national average, only 5% of this highly treated drinking water is used for drinking and cooking.  Almost half goes down the drain and 35% is used for irrigation.   Ms. Bailey said that the Griffith Plant produces an average of 157 million gallons per day, and has a capacity to produce 270 million gallons per day.  Fairfax Water has 3,214 miles of water mains in Fairfax County and serves 22,648 fire hydrants.    
Adjournment and Tour.  Mrs. Gross thanked Fairfax Water and the Northern Virginia SWCD for hosting the Roundtable meeting.  She adjourned the meeting at 2:05 p.m.  Jeannie Bailey then led the group on a tour of the Frederick P. Griffith, Jr. Water Treatment Plant.   
Respectfully submitted,
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