POTOMAC WATERSHED ROUNDTABLE

Quarterly Meeting – October 5, 2007
Aquia Country Club, Stafford, Virginia
MINUTES (as corrected 1-4-08)
Members and Alternates









Hon. Penny Gross, PWR Chair; Voting Member, Fairfax County
Hon. Harry Atherton, PWR 2nd Vice Chair, Voting Member, Fauquier County

Joan Cross, Voting Member, City of Fairfax
Debbie Cross, Non-Voting Alternate, Department of Conservation and Recreation
Adrian Fremont, Voting Alternate, City of Fairfax

Traci Goldberg, Voting Member, Water/Wastewater Utilities

Charles Grymes, Voting Alternate, Environmental

Otto Guttenson, Voting Member, Environmental

Claudia Hamblin-Katnik, Voting Alternate, City of Alexandria

Hon. Arthur Hart, Voting Member, Tri-County/City SWCD

Glenn Harvey, Voting Member, Water/Wastewater Utilities

Pete Holden, Voting Alternate, Loudoun SWCD

Bruce Holley, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Jimmie Jenkins, Voting Alternate, Fairfax County Dept. of Public Works & Environmental Services

Sam Johnson, Voting Member, Northern Neck SWCD
Patricia Kurpiel, Voting Alternate, Tri-County/City SWCD
Jim McGlone, Non-Voting Member, Virginia Department of Forestry

Stuart McKenzie, Voting Alternate, Northumberland County; and Voting Alternate, Planning District

      Commissions
Hon. Paul Milde, Voting Member, Stafford County

Daniel Moore, Non-Voting Member, Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Division, DCR

Hon. Sally Ormsby, Voting Member, Northern Virginia SWCD
John Peterson, Voting Alternate, Northern Virginia SWCD
Arlen Ricke, Non-Voting Member, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

Interested Parties
Kathy Baker, Stafford County Department of Planning and Community Development
Matthew Benson, Virginia Cooperative Extension

Diane Beyer, Tri-County/City SWCD
Deirdre Clark, Fauquier County

David Crawford, Rainwater Management Systems

Russ Dudley, Wetland Studies and Solutions

Norm Goulet, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Adam Griggs, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD
Chuck Hoysa, John Marshall SWCD

Steve Hubble, Stafford County Department of Planning and Community Development

Nick Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD
Harold Post, Occoquan Watershed Monitoring Lab

Chip Rice, Department of Conservation and Recreation

Bob Slusser, Department of Conservation and Recreation

Jusdeep Saini, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Ellen Schwartz, Tri-County/City SWCD

Mary Sherrill, Fauquier County Office of Community  Development

Shirley Street, City of Falls Church

Robert Swanson, Department of Environmental Quality
Willie Woode, Northern Virginia SWCD

Call to Order and Roll Call.  Chairman Penny Gross called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  She welcomed everyone and called the roll. She noted that Rob Krupicka has been appointed as the City of Alexandria member and that David Bulova and Rob Wittman are the two Roundtable members from the General Assembly.  She asked everyone else in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes.  A motion (Holley-Ormsby) passed to approve the minutes of the June 15, 2007 meeting.
Update from the Chair – Chesapeake Bay Commission.  The Executive Council is scheduled to meet on December 5 on the eastern shore of Maryland.  The presentations by the Council’s Local Government Advisory Committee, the Citizens Advisory Committee, and the Science and Technical Advisory Committee will have the common theme of growth and development.  In September, the Local Government Advisory Committee met in York, Pennsylvania where members learned there are many environmentally conscious people along the Susquehanna River.  They also learned about an effort to save Highpoint, a dairy farm on the Susquehanna.  She noted there is a serious attempt to change the structure of the Chesapeake Bay Commission, including the elimination or the combining of the Local Government and Citizen Advisory Committees.  Mrs. Gross said she has worked hard to keep the local government piece as part of the Chesapeake Bay Program and for the recognition of and respect for the important role that local governments play in the cleanup of the Bay.  
Rainwater Harvesting.  David Crawford, president of Rainwater Management Systems (RMS), described the design and application of rainwater management systems for corporate use, green building construction, stormwater management and urban watershed management, commercial and residential development, agriculture, and homeowners.  He noted that rainwater harvesting is an old technique that is mandatory in certain areas of Europe and Australia.  Germany has been harvesting rainwater for centuries and is the leader in rainwater harvesting techniques.  With a limited supply and a rising demand for water, rainwater harvesting becomes a viable economic solution as a supply of water.  He noted that a 1,000 square foot roof captures 660 gallons of water during a one-inch rainfall.  Most homes have 2,000 sq.ft. of roof.  Over the course of a year, 34,300 gallons of free water can supply 4,287 showers, 686 loads of laundry, or 6,860 toilet flushes.  Mr. Crawford described the components of rainwater harvesting that include gutter filters that are self-cleaning.  The steps in designing a system include determining the water quantity, directing the water to a location to harvest, capturing the first flush of roof water, a vortex filter, a cistern (size is based on rainfall, roof and usage), treatment (carbon filter or reverse osmosis for potable water), and delivery.  He noted that rainwater harvesting conserves water and is environmentally responsible; it can be used in many ways and is financially smart.  The savings in the first one to four years pay for the cost of installing the system.  He described demonstration projects such as a Nissan dealership in Charlottesville where rainwater is captured from the roof, stored underground under a parking lot, and used to wash cars.  The Portsmith Naval Hospital uses naturally soft rainwater to supply its laundry operation.  He noted that rainwater harvesting is LEED certifiable and it has applications as a low impact development technique for stormwater detention.  He also noted the regulatory impediments, in Virginia and elsewhere that make it difficult to implement rainwater harvesting systems and the need for regulatory reform.  He said that rainwater is different from gray water (which has been used by humans).  He also said that rainwater is not the state’s water until it hits the ground.  Mr. Crawford was a primary author of the recently published Virginia Rainwater Harvesting Manual, which was a project of the Cabell Brand Center with funding assistance from the Virginia Environmental Endowment.  He also is a member of the State Soil and Water Conservation Board’s Technical Advisory Committee that will consider amendments to the Virginia Stormwater Management permits for Small Municipal Separate Storm  Sewer Systems.   His company is located in Salem, Virginia and he may be contacted at dcrawford@rainwatermanagement.com  or 540-375-6750.
Potomac Forum V - August 10 at GMU, Prince William Campus.  Sam Johnson, chair of the Forum planning committee, reported that 159 attended Potomac Forum V – Conserve Land to Conserve Water.   Responses on the evaluation surveys were generally positive and good suggestions were received for future Forums.  Mrs. Gross thanked Mr. Johnson for again doing a great job of planning an excellent Forum.  She noted that the Forums provide a very substantial program and information, as well as an opportunity for networking. 
Recent LID Installations in Stafford County.  Steve Hubble gave an overview of recent low impact development (LID) practices installed on sites in Stafford County.  They include Integrated Management Practices that combine structural and non-structural measures.  North Stafford Commons is a 2.5 acre redevelopment that is 90% impervious and uses seven bioretention areas to control stormwater and improve water quality.  The Gardens at Stafford is a 60% impervious apartment project that uses LID for additional water quality.  At Stafford Commercial Park, LID measures helped to eliminate a traditional stormwater pond, which allowed the developer to put in a third building.  The expansion of Willowmere Park includes an emergency access road constructed using a plastic grid paver system.  Skyline Hills is a 3 acre development with 12 lots and 12 bioretention facilities.  Several large projects include Dixon Middle School on 62 acres and Celebrate Virginia, a commercial venture.  Mr. Hubble noted that maintenance for residential sites is the responsibility of the homeowners association, not the individual homeowner, and that maintenance instructions are provided.  
Outdoor Classrooms – the “Bucket Approach.”  Art Hart, chair of the VASWCD Education Committee, described a program to encourage connecting students to the natural world by providing buckets for 25 students, along with magnifying glasses, insect nets, specimen jars, sketch pads, thermometers and other supplies.  The bucket for the teacher also includes teaching tools, guides and other supplies to provide an effective way to teach children about nature and natural resources.  The buckets can be used in the outdoor classroom to collect and carry things, to stand on, and as a stool.   The lessons are targeted for elementary school grades 1-3.  The goal is for Virginia’s 47 soil and water conservation districts to provide sets of buckets for all grades 1-3 classrooms.
By-Laws amendment.  Mrs. Ormsby presented changes to the by-laws that were proposed by the Membership Committee and discussed at the June meeting.  A motion (Harvey-Milde) passed to give first approval to the following by-laws amendment:  
· In Section 4 – Member Selection, add (as 3rd bullet), General Assembly representatives shall be invited by the Roundtable chair.
· In Section 5 - Term of Appointment, change governing body to appointing authority and eliminate a redundancy by changing interim appointment to appointment.  

· In Section 6 - Vacancies, make the additions (underlined) and deletions (strikthroughs) as shown in “a” and “b” below:

a.  A replacement shall be required if for a representative member or the designated alternate after both miss three consecutive meetings of the Roundtable.  In addition, if a representative of a local government or Soil and Water Conservation District is not re-elected to office, if a member resigns, or if a member is removed through any other means, no longer in office, a replacement is shall be required.  

b.  Vacancies shall be filled according to the process established in Article III, Section 4.  Appointments for vacancies shall be for new three (3) year terms, with the term commencing on either the previous or next January 1, depending on which is closest.  

b.  Vacancies shall be filled in accordance with Article III, Section 4.  Appointments to fill vacancies shall be effective for the unexpired term of the member or alternate creating the vacancy.

Membership Policies and Procedures.   Mrs. Ormsby reviewed the proposed Policies and Procedures for Membership.  They include: the Membership Committee; a Timeline; a Selection Process for each membership category; Terms of Office; and Appointments to fill vacancies.  Of note, the terms of office for jurisdictional and conservation district members and alternates are effective January 1, 2007.  All other members and alternates will have terms effective January 1, 2008.  Advisory members are appointed as vacancies occur.  Mrs. Gross noted that while the timeline calls for the Membership Committee to recommend stakeholder nominees by September 1 so that new members can be appointed at the October meeting with terms to become effective on January 1, it would still be possible to make appointments at the January meeting.  Appointments to fill vacancies will be made to fill the remainder of unexpired terms, after which the appointments can be considered for a full three-year term.  Therefore, all stakeholder member terms will begin at the same time, just as do the jurisdictional and conservation district member terms.  A motion (Milde-Harvey) passed to approve the Polices and Procedures for Membership, as discussed.
2008 Stakeholder Members.  Mrs. Ormsby reported the Membership Committee recommended a slate of stakeholder members for approval for terms beginning January 1, 2008.  The slate consisted of current members who are active and new members who have agreed to serve.  A motion (Ormsby-Cross) passed to approve the following slate of new and currently active stakeholder members for three-year terms beginning January 1, 2008:   

· Planning District Commissions (chosen by  the four PDCs) – William Sydnor (member) and Stuart McKenzie (alternate); 
· Virginia General Assembly (two members) – David Bulova and Robert Wittman

· Agriculture and Forestry – Harry Atherton (member)

· Construction, Development and Real Estate – Michael Rolband (member) and Mary Beth Coya (member)

· Environment – Charles Grymes (member), Otto Gutenson (member), and Kim Hosen (alternate)

· Waste Management and Recycling – Conrad Mehan (member)

· Water and Wastewater Utilities – Glenn Harvey (member), Traci Goldberg (member), and Karen Pallansch (alternate)
· Citizens of the watershed (two members) – Bruce Holley and Kandy Hilliard

The Membership Committee will continue to seek members from the Fishing and Boating community and to fill all other members and alternate positions.   
New Advisory Member.  Adam Griggs noted the shared focus of the Roundtable and the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin (ICPRB) and suggested the Roundtable add the ICPRB as an advisory member of the Roundtable.  A motion (Ormsby-Harvey) passed to invite the ICPRB to become a Non-Voting Advisory Member.  Mrs. Hoffman will send the appropriate letter.  
Legislative Agenda for 2008.  After discussing suggestions for items to include in the Roundtable’s legislative agenda for 2008, there was consensus that the top three were: 
· an expression of concern that the Department of Health has not followed up on a 1999 request by the General Assembly that it prepare a Code Section for using gray water and rainwater;
· support for funding the WQIF so that it is a reliable source of funding, and to oppose any reductions; and 
· support for the Governor’s initiative to preserve 400,000 acres by 2011.  
Other items suggested were: 
· supporting rainwater harvesting; addressing the problem of directing state agencies to implement regulations without their having the necessary resources to do so; 
· supporting the recommendation sponsored by several groups for a dedicated sales tax of one-tenth of one cent, which would generate approximately $100 million each year for the next ten years to be used for cost share and technical assistance to install agricultural best management practices to meet the goals of the Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategies and the TMDL requirements for impaired streams;  
· support for a long-term funding sources for the Purchase of Development Rights; 
· re-establishment of a stream and shoreline erosion program; and 
· support of amendment to the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control law that would sufficiently and fairly address loopholes that exist relating to the misapplication of agricultural and silivicultural exemptions as such lands are being converted for development purposes.  
The Legislative Committee will draft statements for the top three items, as well as others, which will be posted on the website for review and comment by members.  In late November, the legislative committee and executive committee will choose the final items and compose a letter that will be sent to the 40 delegates and senators who represent the area of the Roundtable.  
Member Time.  Several suggestions were made for topics for future meetings:
· Mr. Holley suggested inviting Jeff Corbin to give an update on the Tributary Strategies and a strategy for applying the Nutrient Cap.

· Mr. McKenzie suggested a presentation on no-discharge zones, as required by the Chesapeake  Bay Program.
· Ms. Katnik suggested a discussion of the barriers and incentives for implementing low impact development practices – what has worked and why, the roadblocks and how to remove them, and the practice and/or policy issues.
· A suggestion was made to invite the Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance Division to make a presentation on Phase III.

· Mr. Milde suggested a presentation on the Transfer of Development Rights. 
Mrs. Gross asked Mrs. Hoffman to see if suggestions for future meetings could be put on the website.  Several announcements were made:
· Mr. McKenzie announced that the Rappahannock River Basin Commission will hold a summit on Sunday, October 30 at the University of Mary Washington Stafford campus in Fredericksburg, which will focus on three issues:  the Nutrient Loading Cap, TMDL’s, and Virginia’s Water Cleanup Plan.

· On November 16 at Algonkian Park, the Northern Virginia Urban Forestry Roundtable will host Finding Common Ground, a conference to explore development and tree preservation. 
2008 Meetings.  Mrs. Gross said the Potomac Council proposed the following meeting dates for 2008:  January 4, April 4, July 11 and October 3.  She asked that any potential conflict should be sent to Mrs. Hoffman.
Adjournment.  Mrs. Gross thanked the Tri-County/City SWCD for hosting the Roundtable meeting.  She adjourned the meeting at 2:50 p.m
Respectfully submitted,
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