POTOMAC WATERSHED ROUNDTABLE

Quarterly Meeting – January 4, 2008
Lord Fairfax Community College, Warrenton, Virginia
MINUTES 
Members and Alternates









Hon. Penny Gross, PWR Chair; Voting Member, Fairfax County
Hon. Marty Nohe, PWR 1st Vice Chair, Voting Member, Prince William County

Hon. Harry Atherton, PWR 2nd Vice Chair, Voting Member, Agriculture & Forestry
Kirsten Conrad-Buhl, Advisory Member, Virginia Cooperative Extension
Hon. Jim Christin, Voting Member, Loudoun SWCD

Adrian Fremont, Voting Alternate, City of Fairfax

Alan Gray, Voting Member, Agriculture & Forestry
Claudia Hamblin-Katnik, Voting Alternate, City of Alexandria

Hon. Kandy Hilliard, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Pete Holden, Voting Alternate, Loudoun SWCD

Hon. Bob Hunt, Voting Member, Tri-County/City SWCD

Traci Kammer-Goldberg, Voting Member, Water and Wastewater Utilities
Hon. John A. Kelley, Voting Member, Northern Neck SWCD
Patricia Kurpiel, Voting Alternate, Tri-County/City SWCD
Jim McGlone, Non-Voting Member, Virginia Department of Forestry

Stuart McKenzie, Voting Alternate, Northumberland County; and Voting Alternate, Planning District

      Commissions
Hon. Sally Ormsby, Voting Member, Northern Virginia SWCD
Karen Pallansch, Voting Alternate, Water and Wastewater Utilities

Darrel Pendris, Voting Alternate, Agriculture & Forestry

Hon. John Peterson, Voting Alternate, Northern Virginia SWCD
Arlen Ricke, Advisory Member, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

Charles Shepherd, Advisory Alternate, Virginia Department of Health

Debbie Switzer, Voting Alternate, John Marshall SWCD

Paige Thacker, Voting Member, Prince William SWCD

Bob Tudor, Voting Member, John Marshall SWCD

Kelly Vanover, Advisory Member, Department of Conservation and Recreation

Interested Parties
Heather Ambrose, John Marshall SWCD

Katie Barch, Angler Environmental

Brent Barriteaqu, John Marshall SWCD

Randy Bartlett, Fairfax County Dept. of Public Works and Environmental Services

Tom Bonaquisti, Loudoun County Sanitation Authority

Russ Dudley, Wetland Studies and Solutions

Hugh Eggborn, Virginia Department of Health
Laura Grape, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Susan Haines, Friends of Stafford Creeks
Hon. Arthur Hart, Tri-County/City SWCD

Irene Haske, Fairfax County Dept. of Public Works and Environmental Services
Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD
Steve Hubble, Stafford County Department of Planning and Community Development

Noel Kaplan, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning

Nick Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD
Terry Lasher, Virginia Department of Forestry
Bruce McGranahan, Loudoun County

Nancy Miller, John Marshall SWCD

Judy Okay, Chesapeake Bay Program Office

Monira Rifaat, Chair, Culpeper SWCD

Frank Reilly, Wetlands Work Group
Dwayne Roadcap, Virginia Department of Health

Jusdeep Saini, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

John Shoemaker, John Marshall SWCD

Basant Sood, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

J. Stone, Fauquier County
 Robert Swanson, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

Gary Switzer, Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation

Guy Tomberlin, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Mary Lou Trimble, Chair, John Marshall SWCD

Beate Wright, Loudoun County Sanitation Authority

Call to Order and Roll Call.  Chairman Penny Gross called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  She welcomed everyone and called the roll.  She asked everyone else in the room to introduce themselves.  She welcomed Karen Pallansch as the new alternate for Water and Wastewater Utilities.
Integration of Water Reclamation Systems into the Model Building Codes.  Guy Tomberlin, Code Specialist, Land Development Services, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services, explained that currently, the regulatory aspects of the use of graywater and rainwater are contained in the Building Codes.  The Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (USBC) is updated every three years, and incorporates by reference International Building Codes (IBC) which are published by the International Code Council.  The next edition of the USBC is scheduled to be adopted in April 2008 and will reference the 2006 IBC codes.  He noted that building officials can issue a modification to the USBC, provided the intent of the code and public welfare, health and safety are assured.  He said that Appendix C of the 2006 International Plumbing Code, Gray Water Recycling Systems, added provisions for subsurface irrigation systems and added a new standard to recognize waterless urinal technology.  The Appendix currently is not adopted as part of the Code, but may be referenced when issuing modifications.  Proposed changes for the 2009 International Plumbing Code will be heard beginning in February 2008, and will include definitions for gray water (water free of human and animal waste that is discharged from lavatories, sinks, bathtubs, showers, clothes washers, laundry sinks and other fixtures with drains) and rain water (water collected from the roof of a building or other catchment surfaces during a rainfall event and stored in a cistern for non-potable use) and nonpotable water (water not safe for drinking, personal or culinary utilization but safe for use as irrigation water, flushing of water closets and urinals and other approved uses).  The proposed revisions would allow for the use of nonpotable water (graywater) for flushing toilets, irrigation, and other approved uses where a public water supply is not available or is reduced for conservation.  There is a strip mall in Fairfax County that has been using graywater successfully since the 1970’s.  Also, current Fairfax County code requires a recycling system for car wash installations.  Mr. Tomberlin described emerging technologies in use across the country, such as incinerate toilets, composting toilets and dual flush toilets.  An office building in Vancouver, not connected to public sewer, uses composting toilets to handle human waste and a graywater recycling system that uses plants to cleanse the graywater, which then is used for irrigation.   
Membership.  Mrs. Ormsby introduced two candidates for the Roundtable’s Agricultural and Forestry stakeholder interest position: Alan Gray as the Member and Darrel Pendris as the Alternate.  A motion (Ormsby-Hilliard) passed to approve their appointments for 3 year terms beginning January 1, 2008.  Mrs. Gross noted that Harry Atherton was approved at the October meeting as the other member representing the Agricultural and Forestry interest.  She also noted that Rob Wittman, one of the Roundtable’s two General Assembly members, was elected to Congress in November, and while the Roundtable will have a good advocate in Congress, the Membership Committee will be seeking another member of the General Assembly with an interest in environmental matters.  There will be an effort to continue the bi-partisan nature of the members who are representing the General Assembly.
Minutes.  Mrs. Ormsby noted an omission in the October Minutes:  under By-law Amendment, page 3, add the following: In Section 4 – Member Selection, add: (as 3rd bullet) General Assembly representatives shall be invited by the Roundtable chair.   A motion (Gross-Ormsby) passed to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2007 meeting, as amended.
By-Laws amendment.  Mrs. Gross said second approval is required for the by-laws amendments that were given first approval at the October 5 meeting.  A motion (Ormsby-Tudor) passed to give second approval to the following by-laws amendment:  

· In Section 4 – Member Selection, add (as 3rd bullet), General Assembly representatives shall be invited by the Roundtable chair.
· In Section 5 - Term of Appointment, change governing body to appointing authority and eliminate a redundancy by changing interim appointment to appointment.  

· In Section 6 - Vacancies, make the additions (underlined) and deletions (strikthroughs) as shown in “a” and “b” below:

a.  A replacement shall be required if for a representative member or the designated alternate after both miss three consecutive meetings of the Roundtable.  In addition, if a representative of a local government or Soil and Water Conservation District is not re-elected to office, if a member resigns, or if a member is removed through any other means, no longer in office, a replacement is shall be required.  

b.  Vacancies shall be filled according to the process established in Article III, Section 4.  Appointments for vacancies shall be for new three (3) year terms, with the term commencing on either the previous or next January 1, depending on which is closest.  

b.  Vacancies shall be filled in accordance with Article III, Section 4.  Appointments to fill vacancies shall be effective for the unexpired term of the member or alternate creating the vacancy.

Chesapeake Bay Commission Executive Council Meeting.  Mrs. Gross reported on the Executive Council meeting on December 5, 2007 in Annapolis.  Maryland Governor O’Malley, the Council chair, called for an acceleration of the cleanup of the Bay and for 2008 to be a year of revival and recommitment, recognizing that the water quality goals have not been met.  Governor Kaine commented that the Chesapeake Bay is not a partisan issue and that Virginia was playing catch-up.  Jeff Lape, the new coordinator for the Bay Program talked about the need to focus on protecting the small streams throughout the watershed and to accomplish nutrient and sediment reductions.  Will Baker, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, talked about the economic value of the Bay, the real threat of a federal TMDL, and the need to commit to very ambitious and specific nitrogen reduction goals.  A point was made that the most cost-effective way to reduce nitrogen is through agricultural BMPs.  Governor O’Malley said he has never seen adequate funding for the Bay Program.  He also said the presidential “Chesapeake Primary” was an opportunity to get candidates to focus on the Bay.  Del. Jim Hubbard (MD), chair of the Chesapeake Bay Commission favored states having zoning authority.  Ann Swanson, Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Commission, gave an interesting overview of biofuels.  While corn only creates a small reduction in greenhouse gases, celluosic ethanol technology promises a 91% reduction in greenhouse gases.  C. Johnson, Administrator of the EPA, said the agency was focusing on the new café standards.  He mentioned the energy title in the Farm Bill and loan guarantees for celluosic.  Speaking as chair of the Local Government Advisory Committee, Mrs. Gross stressed to the Council the importance of engaging local governments in achieving the clean water goals for the Bay and recognizing them as advocates and partners.  She noted they have direct responsibility for a wide range of functions and services, including land use planning, storm water management, water and sewer, and they may be the best vehicle for achieving the outcomes of the C2K Agreement.  To help local governments LGAC recommends a “circuit rider” to facilitate communication and information sharing among local elected officials and staff.  The Citizens Advisory Committee talked about the Conowingo Dam in northeastern Maryland on the Susquehanna River and the danger it poses should it fail, especially with the sediment buildup behind the dam.  Mrs. Gross noted that the three committees, Local Government Advisory, Science and Technology Advisory and Citizens Advisory, have been holding joint meetings which have been cordial and have helped to focus on where they need to work together.  Several at the Council meeting advocated going forward with some of the recommendations of the Finance Committee and Blue Ribbon Panel Report.  In the afternoon session, the press was present.  Most of the press was from the Baltimore area. A Washington Post reporter was present but unfortunately, the day’s events did not receive the paper’s attention. Governor O’Malley said failure was not an option and there needs to be a policy in place by 2010 to meet the goals for the Chesapeake Bay.  Maryland is championing transparency, greater accountability and local engagement. He said the Council agreed on a need for one GIS map of the Bay and also on a need to develop an incentive rewards fund for the Bay.  Governor Kaine wanted to celebrate the good that has been happening.  He said Virginia wanted to champion agriculture, nutrient management planning, stream protection, and regulations and funding to meet point source commitments.  He said that farmers were our best environmentalists.  Governor Mandell of Pennsylvania emphasized farmland preservation and said Pennsylvania leads the nation in CREP program participation.  He said Pennsylvania was championing celluosic, ethanol, and a summit meeting in 2008.  Mayor Fenty of DC talked about impervious surfaces and that money is needed for Blue Plains and an additional $2 billion for the combined sewer overflows.  His focus will be on stormwater runoff on developed land.  Ben Brumbles of the EPA talked about allocations of up to $250,000 for an implementation rewards program.  He also mentioned a Navy and Marine Corps environmental program that will not allow any increases in runoff from new developments.  A representative from West Virginia said they were focusing green infrastructure.  The Council signed a Forestry Conservation Implementation Plan.  It also signed a letter to Congress regarding the Farm Bill. Governor O’Malley concluded by noting there have been 300 years of damage and only 25 years of remediation and there is a need to accelerate those efforts.  Mrs. Gross said that the governors were very engaged and she came away from the day encouraged.   
Sources and Uses of Graywater and Public Health Concerns.  Dwayne Roadcap, Program Manager, Office of Environmental Health Services, Virginia Department of Health, said that interest in graywater and rainwater is highest in areas with less rainfall; however, interest has been growing in Virginia.  He defined terms associated with water. He noted that in many areas of the country and world, as well as in Virginia (Department of Environmental Quality) water from kitchen sinks is too contaminated with food, grease and kitchen waste to be considered as graywater and is classified as waste water (sewage).  Water from other sinks, the shower and laundry are considered graywater.  In the typical home, 90 to 120 gallons of graywater are generated per day, with 60% of the volume from the shower and tub, and 40% from the laundry. He noted that these sources have contaminants such as hair, soap, cleaning products, some fecal matter.  A biomat can form in soil where untreated graywater is discharged. By contrast, 60 to 80 gallons of black water (sewage) is generated per day.  One of the problems with using graywater is that more is generated by the average household than can be used by toilets.  The health risks of using graywater in the same household as where it was produced is less than using graywater from another household, because the residents have already been exposed to contaminants, including viruses and bacteria, that might be in that graywater.  He noted other risks to avoid when using graywater are that it should not smell, nor should it degrade groundwater or the soil.  It should not be stored untreated, as it will become septic.  He said people need to be well-informed about the generation and use of graywater, such as not generating it when people are sick and from certain polluting uses, and how to dispose of what cannot be used in a house, such as for irrigation.  He said that the Virginia Department of Health treats graywater the same as blackwater.  As for the future, Mr. Roadcap said there is a need to move from guidelines for rainwater and graywater to regulations.  The current guidelines for rainwater are from 1988 for cisterns.  While guidelines allow people to develop and propose systems that then are submitted for approval, regulations are more defining and concrete.  He noted that several agencies have a role in regulating the uses of different water supplies and will need to work together as they develop regulations.  Also, they may need to develop some memoranda of agreements.  At present, if rainwater is stored and used for toilets, the building codes apply.  If it is used for potable water, it is an issue for the Health Department.  If either graywater or rainwater is stored, some level of treatment is needed.  Both the building and health agencies regulate on-site sewage. He noted that rainwater and graywater need to be treated differently.  Mr. McKenzie suggested that using rainwater might be the easier path for using alternative water sources for uses such as toilet flushing.  Mr. Roadacap said it would be the least expensive.  An unintended consequence of using graywater may be that when graywater is removed from the waste water stream, there remains a higher strength blackwater.  When graywater is used for irrigation and is applied subsurfacely, the Health Department assumes that the soil provides a certain level of treatment that is not provided when sprayed on the surface. 
Legislative Action for 2008.  Mrs. Gross noted that the Roundtable had taken a position in support of preserving Crow’s Nest property in Stafford County, a move which also supported the Governor’s goal of conserving 400,000 acres in the state.  She asked Mrs. Hilliard to give an update.  Mrs.Hilliard reported that the Stafford County Board of Supervisors has moved ahead with condemnation proceedings for 3,700 of the 4,200 acres.  Also, the state is in the process of purchasing approximately 1,700 acres with an option to buy more.  She said there is a concern for protecting the property during the transition and that the director of DCR agrees.  A motion (Hilliard-Nohe) was made that the Roundtable write a letter to the Speaker of the House, with a copy to the majority leader in the Senate, to advocate for minimal upkeep and caretaking of the Crow’s Nest property during the transition to state ownership, so that the property will not be degraded.  Following a discussion, it was decided
to include support for the Crows Nest caretaker in a letter to the legislators that outlines the three issues approved by the Roundtable in October for as its legislative agenda.  The issues are support for funding the WQIF, follow-up on the directive to the Health Department to prepare code for using graywater and rainwater, and support for the Governor’s initiative to conserve 400,000 acres by 2011.  Mr. Nohe made a motion to call the question, which passed.  The motion to send the letter passed (8-2).  Mrs. Gross said that a draft letter will be circulated electronically to the voting members and alternates present.  The deadline for their responses will be noon on Friday, January 11.  Then the letter will be finalized and sent.   
Member Time.  
· Mr. McGlone reported on the Urban Forest Roundtable’s Finding Common Ground conference, which brought together legislators, regulators, urban foresters and developers.  He said it was very successful and has led to their working together to redraft tree preservation legislation, which should have a greater chance for success in the General Assembly.  

· Mr. McGlone announced the next Urban Forest Roundtable meeting will be January 25 at the Northern Virginia Regional Commission.  The topic will be green infrastructure and the use of conservation land mapping.

· Mrs. Ormsby noted that near the end of the legislative session, DCR is scheduled to report on the study of urban BMP cost-share and tax credit program. 
· The environmental and conservation Lobby Day will be January 14

· Mr. Gray provided a handout on Managing Your Woodlands.
Adjournment.  Mrs. Gross thanked the John Marshall SWCD for hosting the Roundtable meeting.   She announced that the April 4 meeting will be held in Fairfax County.  She adjourned the meeting at 2:50 p.m
Respectfully submitted,
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