POTOMAC WATERSHED ROUNDTABLE

Quarterly Meeting – July 11, 2008
Manassas Park Middle School, Manassas, Virginia
MINUTES 
Members and Alternates









Hon. Marty Nohe, PWR 1st Vice Chair, Voting Member, Prince WilliamCounty

Kirsten Conrad-Buhl, Advisory Member, Virginia Cooperative Extension
Hon. Joan Cross, Voting Member, City of Fairfax

Debbie Cross, Alternate Advisory Member, VA Department of Conservation and Recreation

Traci Goldberg, Voting Member, Water and Wastewater Utilities

Alan Gray, Voting Member, Agriculture & Forestry
Charles Grymes, Voting Member, Environment

Kandy Hilliard, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Pete Holden, Voting Alternate, Loudoun SWCD

Bruce Holley, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Hon. Bob Hunt, Tri-County/City SWCD

Jimmie Jenkins, Voting Alternate, Fairfax County, Dept. of Public Works and Environmental Services

Patricia Kurpiel, Voting Alternate, Tri-County/City SWCD

Jim McGlone, Advisory Member, Virginia Department of Forestry

Bruce McGranahan, Voting Alternate, Environment

Hon. Paul Milde, Voting Member, Stafford County

Hon. Sally Ormsby, Voting Member, Northern Virginia SWCD
Paige Thacker, Voting Member, Prince William SWCD

Kelly Vanover, Advisory Member, Department of Conservation and Recreation

David Ward, Voting Alternate, Loudoun County

Larry Wilkinson, Advisory Member, USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service

Interested Parties
Katie Barch, Angler Environmental

Randy Bartlett, Fairfax County Dept. of Public Works and Environmental Services

Nancy Berlin, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Prince  William County

Diane Beyer, Tri-County City SWCD

Tom Bonacquisti, Loudoun Water

Marian Carroll, Department of Conservation and Recreation, Warrenton

Deidre Clark, Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Julie Cochran, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Prince William County

Katie Conway, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

Debbie Dillion, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Loudoun County

Gretchen Gorecki, Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission

Dr. Mike Goatley, Virginia Tech

Jeannie Heflin, Prince William SWCD  

Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD
Steve Jencen, Michael Baker Corporation

Kelly Jimenez, Prince William SWCD

Nick Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD
Jay Marshall, John Marshall SWCD

Heather Montgomery, Potomac Watershed Partnership

Roland Murphy, Herod Seeds

Joan Patterson, Prince William SWCD

Cindy Patterson, Prince William SWCD

Randy Shank, Department of Conservation and Recreation

Robert Shoemaker, Department of Conservation and Recreation, Warrenton

Bob Slusser, Department of Conservation and Recreation, Warrenton

Basant Sood, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services

Debbie Switzer, Department of Conservation and Recreation, Warrenton

Dr. Tom Tracy, Virginia Turf Grass Council

Anita Tuttle, Department of Conservation and Recreation, Richmond

Andrea Vella, Tri-County/City SWCD

Dr. Lou Verner, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

Robert Winters, Virginia Cooperative Extension, James City County

Jay Yancy, Manassas Schools

Call to Order and Roll Call.  Vice Chairman Marty Nohe called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  He welcomed everyone, called the roll and asked everyone to introduce himself. 
Approval of April 4 Minutes.  A motion (Ormsby-Cross) passed to approve the minutes of the April 11, 2008 meeting.
Why Urban Nutrient Management.  Mr. Shoemaker, DCR Nutrient Management Specialist, explained that Urban Nutrient Management is the proper management of fertilizer in urban landscapes, making sure it stays where it is placed, does what it should, and does not affect water quality downstream.  He noted the need for nutrient management plans in order to meet the goals of the Tributary Strategies.  Urban nutrient management is an important element in erosion and sediment control plans.  It also has an important role in meeting the requirements of MS-4 permits for discharging stormwater.  He noted there are several state-side initiatives to address nutrient management, and at the local level, it is important to get involved and stay informed.  He said the day’s program included presentations from several different perspectives on the issue of urban nutrient management. 
Environmental Benefits of Turf and Other Considerations.  Dr. Mike Goatley, Turfgrass Specialist at Virginia Tech, discussed turf management from an environmental perspective.  He gave examples of golf courses establishing wetlands to filter water and creating productive bird habitats.  At Longwood University, water is captured from artificial turf, contained, and pumped back to water natural grass areas.  He noted that recreational and ornamental uses are not the most important uses of turf.  The many functional benefits include erosion control, groundwater recharge, soil improvement, heat dissipation, noise abatement, and the decrease of noxious pests.  He said turfgrass actually protects the environment if managed in the right way.  This means the right grass, at the right time, the right product, the right place and the right practice.  He discussed fertilizers and their proper application, organic fertilizers, and pesticide application. Virginia Cooperative Extension’s Great Scapes program provides assistance to homeowners that includes a soil test and education that will help them do the right thing to manage their turf responsibility and to protect water quality.  
Virginia’s Turfgrass Industry.  Dr. Tom Tracy, Executive Director of the Virginia Turfgrass Council discussed the opportunities and problems associated with turfgrass, including its role in erosion and sediment control, pesticide usage and nutrient management.  He noted that while homeowners have access to and can apply chemicals to their lawns, companies and professionals who manage lawns and apply chemicals need be a licensed pesticide operators.  Dr. Tracy reviewed several recent legislative initiatives.  He said the bill to impose a fine on lawn care companies that spread fertilizer and pesticdes on sidewalks was a good idea, but the Council opposed it as written, because it was unenforceable.  The Council supported the fertilizer testing bill, once it was modified to require periodic soil tests and not a soils test for every application.  The Council and Virginia Irrigation Association supported a bill to require rain sensors on publicly owned buildings and on private properties with irrigation systems, but it was opposed by home builders as adding too much to the cost of building; the bill died in committee.  
Emerald Ash Borer.  Jim McGlone, Virginia  Department of Forestry, gave an update on two infestations of Emerald Ash Borer in Fairfax County.  He said mortality is 100% and there is no forest remedy.  Efforts to stop the spread of infestations elsewhere include restrictions on the movement of certain wood products.    
The Fields at Manassas Park Middle School – A Model for Urban Nurient Management.  Robert Shoemaker gave an overview of the 10 year effort to develop the sports complex at the Manassas Park Middle and High School campus.  During lunch, attendees were invited to tour the fields and learn how the different fields, with different turf types for different purposes, are managed, including the use of composted horse manure as a nutrient and a soil amendment.  He said Tom DeBolt has done an outstanding job of establishing and maintaining the fields.  He also thanked Mr. DeBolt for his help with the day’s program.  
Lunch was served by the Prince William SWCD in accordance with sustainable conferencing practices, which include the use of locally grown foods, reduced use of packaging, ‘ecotainer’ cups, compostable utensils and recycling.  
Why Native Plant Landscapes Make Dollars and Sense.  Lou Verner, Watchable Wildlife Biologist, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, discussed the value of native plant landscapes.  Conservation landscaping features native plants, which require minimum maintenance, thereby reducing the need to use fertilizers, pesticides and irrigation.  He described the positive role native plants play in urban nutrient management and their benefits to water quality.  Average lawn care practices (mowing, etc.) have been cited as responsible for 5% of air pollution nation-wide.  Turf fertilizers are a major factor in Bay enrichment and water pollution.  Native plants require 60-80% less water.  It costs less to maintain native plant landscapes than it does for typical grass expanses and non-native plants.   Native plants in RPAs play an important role in protecting watersheds, reducing and filtering pollutants.  Native species are critical in maintaining habitat that supports wildlife.  Dr. Verner noted that plant diversity supports wildlife diversity, and that healthy ecosystems are an inter-related web that is diverse and stable.
MS-4 Permits and Nutrient Management Plans.  Anita Tuttle, Nutrient Management Urban Coordinator, Division of Soil and Water Conservation, Department of Conservation and Recreation, gave an overview of MS4 permitting regulations and discussed the role of nutrient management in helping localities meet the requirements of MS-4 permits to discharge stormwater into the Commonwealth’s waters. Factors contributing to nutrient pollution in urban areas include improper fertilizer application, pet waste, geese, yard waste, and natural nutrient sources from animals and vegetation, as well as nitrogen deposition from rainfall.  She described an initiative underway to develop a training and certification plan for urban nutrient management planners, similar to the program that has been in place for agricultural nutrient management planning.  A nutrient management plans includes the amount, placement, timing and application of plant nutrients and is designed to reduce the nutrient loss to the environment.  Ms. Tuttle encouraged agencies to partner to implement more effective programs and raise awareness.    
Strategies and Opportunities in Fairfax County.  Randy Bartlett, Director of Stormwater, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services, provided some interesting perspectives on urban nutrient management.  He noted the county is following responsible nutrient management practices on its lands.  It manages about 10% of the county and applies fertilizer to less than .2%. This leaves a great deal of land that the county does not manage.  If an effort to determine the effects of land uses, it is difficult to determine what is happening in streams.  Monitoring of high density areas and low density areas reveals poorer water quality in high density areas.  Yet it is the low density areas that have intensely maintained lawns and septic systems.  Hence, degradation of water quality may be more tied to impervious surfaces.  Mr. Bartlett said monitoring information is needed and this is expensive for localities.  Nutrient contribution is a complex issue, reflected in a wide fluctuation in the data that is being collected.  This is due in part to the many variables associated with what contributes to water quality.  He noted that some practices that may be making a positive contribution, such as large lakes, are not being credited in regulatory programs for their nutrient removal benefits.  There is an arbitrary separation of water quality and quantity practices, which doesn’t always apply.  For example, a rain garden can address both quality and quantity.  He noted that nutrient accounting is too theoretical.  He concluded that more and better science is needed to support the investment that is being made to protect water quality.
Strategies and Opportunities in Prince William County.  Paige Thacker, Extension Agent, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Prince William County described the Extension services and programs, including the Great Scapes program, horticulture advice and demonstration sites.  She described the ways county residents, organizations and businesses can reduce their stormwater utility fees by implementing practices that help to address water pollution.
Member Time and Announcements.  Regarding the study of urban cost-share and tax credits, Mrs. Ormsby said a report on the study initiated by DCR is expected in the near future.  Bob Slusser announced that David Sample has been hired to fill the new extension-stormwater research position at Virginia Tech.  He will be located at the Occoquan Watershed Monitoring Laboratory in Manassas. Paul Milde gave an update on the protection of the Crow’s Nest property.  The first 1,700 acres is now jointly owned by Stafford County and the state of Virginia.  
Adjournment.  Mr. Nohe thanked the Prince William SWCD for hosting the Roundtable meeting and for providing an eco-friendly lunch.  He announced that the October 3 meeting will be held at Loudoun Water in Ashburn, Virginia.  The theme of the meeting will be Water ReUse and will include a mini-tour of the Broad Run Water Reclamation Facility.  He adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m
Respectfully submitted,
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