POTOMAC WATERSHED ROUNDTABLE

Quarterly Meeting – January 9, 2009
Lord Fairfax Community College, Warrenton, Virginia
MINUTES 
Members and Alternates

Hon. Penny Gross, PWR Chair, Voting Member, Fairfax County
Hon. Marty Nohe, PWR 1st Vice Chair, Voting Member, Prince William County
Brent Barriteau, Voting Alternate, John Marshall SWCD

Tom Bonacquisti, Voting Alternate, Water and Wastewater Utilities
Jim Christian, Voting Member, Loudoun SWCD
Kirsten Conrad-Buhls, Advisory Member, Virginia Cooperative Extension
Debbie Cross, Alternate Advisory Member, VA Department of Conservation and Recreation

Adrian Fremont, Voting Alternate, Fairfax City

Alan Gray, Voting Member, Agriculture & Forestry
Adam Griggs, Advisory Member, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Otto Gutenson, Voting Member, Environment

Glenn Harvey, Voting Member, Water and Wastewater Utilities

Pete Holden, Voting Alternate, Loudoun SWCD

Bruce Holley, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Hon. Bob Hunt, Voting Member, Tri-County/City SWCD

Hon. Woody Hynson, Voting Member, Westmoreland County

Jimmie Jenkins, Voting Alternate, Fairfax County

Traci Kammer-Goldberg, Voting Member, Water and Wastewater Utilities

John A. Kelley, Voting Member, Northern Neck SWCD

Jim McGlone, Advisory Member, Virginia Department of Forestry

Bruce McGranahan, Voting Alternate, Environment

Stuart McKenzie, Voting Alternate, Planning District Commissions

Paul Milde, Voting Member, Stafford County

Darrel Pendris, Voting Alternate, Agriculture and Forestry
John Peterson, Voting Alternate, Northern Virginia SWCD

Mike Rolband, Voting Member, Construction, Development and Real Estate

Paige Thacker, Voting Member, Prince William SWCD
David Ward, Voting Alternate, Loudoun County

Larry Wilkinson, Advisory Member, USDA-Natural Resource Conservation Service

Interested Parties 
Heather Ambrose, Fauquier County
Katie  Barch, Angler Environmental

Karen Bencala, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Craig Carinci, Fairfax County DPWES-SWPD

Katie Conway, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

Cheryl Crowell, AMEC
Patrick Felling, Potomac Conservancy

Stephanie Flack, The Nature Conservancy

Stuart Freudberg, Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments

Norman Goulet, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Katie Harris

Jamie Hedges, Fairfax Water

Katie Heritage, Fauquier County (sitting in for Peter Schwartz)

Diane Hoffman, Northern Virginia SWCD
Joe Hoffman, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Jennifer Hoysa, John Marshall SWCD

Christin Jolicoeur, Northern Virginia SWCD

Bob Jordan, Northern Virginia SWCD

Nick Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD
Judy Okay, Chesapeake Bay Program

Harry Post, Occoquan Watershed Monitoring Lab

Niffy Saji, Fairfax Water

David Sample, Virginia Tech – Research/Extension

Ryan Sauder, Loudoun County

Cherie Schultz, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Mary Sherrill, Fauquier County

Bob Slusser, Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation

Jim Stone, Fauquier County

Mary Ann Welton, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning

Call to Order and Roll Call.  Chairman Penny Gross called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and asked everyone to introduce himself. 
Climate Change Initiatives in the Region.  Suart Freudberg, Director of the Department of Environmental Programs at Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments, began by explaining that MWCOG was formed in 1957 and is composed of 250 elected officials, primarily from 21 local governments in the metropolitan Washington region, as well as several state and federal officials.  It has a staff of 135.  The recently elected chair is Penny Gross.  Mr. Freudberg said that in 2007, an 18-member Climate Change Steering Committee was formed and given several tasks:  to inventory greenhouse gases, identify best practices, examine impacts, recommend goals and advocacy positions, and to prepare a recommendations report.  An inventory of the Best Practices and Policies to Reduce Greenhouse Gases was published in February 2008 and is available at www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/8ldaXw20080707105009.pdf    The broad array of 49 practices and policies include energy efficiency,  renewables, clean alternative fuel vehicles,  transportation options, land use and transit measures, recycling, landfill and waste to energy, green infrastructure, alternative financing and outreach and education.  It also lists the benefits of each practice and the participating jurisdictions.  The Climate Change Report was published in November 2008 is available on line at www.mwcog.org/uploads/pub-documents/zldXXg20081203113034.pdf.  It provides research and statistics about climate change and recommends actions to reduce and reverse emerging trends, particularly in greenhouse gas emissions.   Research shows that CO2 emissions are growing globally.  The trends in temperatures show milder winters and hotter summers.  There could be a 2 to 4 ft. rise in sea level by the end of the century and the Chesapeake Bay will become more saline.  In 2005, a greenhouse gas emissions inventory for the region shows the major sources are 41% from electricity, 30% from transportation, 25% from residential commercial and industrial fuel, and 4% from other sources.  Local government contributes only a small amount of the total greenhouse gas emissions.  For example, in Arlington County for the year 2000, the government accounted for 3.8% of greenhouse gases, while the community contributed 96.2%.  This illustrates that government can lead by example and demonstrate ways to reduce harmful emissions, but the solution to the problem is community-wide.  Without any changes in the trends, greenhouse gas emissions between 2005 and 2050 are expected to increase by 42%.  While several current initiatives will help and should be expanded, the Climate Change Report’s recommendations for regional actions will be necessary in order to reach the regional goals proposed by MWCOG:  10% below ‘business as usual’ by 2012; 20% below ‘business as usual’ by 2020; and 50% below ‘business as usual’ by 2050.   The 78 recommendations address: energy (e.g., reducing energy consumption with green buildings, energy audits, and energy efficient street lights, renewable energy, and building codes to promote energy efficiency); transportation (e.g., develop clean energy alternatives, clean fuel vehicles, increase fuel efficiency and reduce miles traveled); land use and economic development (e.g., transit oriented development, other smart growth measures, increasing tree canopy on private and public lands); preparing for impacts (e.g., practices to prepare for and adapt to effects such as drought impacts on the water supply); financing (e.g. carbon offsets and green purchasing); and outreach and education (e.g. a regional campaign and develop partnerships).  MWCOG’s next steps are to develop plans to meet the 2012 and 2020 goals and to identify priorities for 2009.  Mr. Freudberg’s presentation is available at www.potomacroundtable.org/archives/meetings.htm   Mr. McGlone reported that California has climate registry which includes an urban forest credit.   
Approval of October Minutes.  A motion (Harvey-Peterson) passed to approve the minutes of the October 10, 2008 meeting (Kelley abstained). 

Membership – Senator Stuart.  Mrs. Gross announced that Senator Richard Stuart from Montross, who represents the 28th District, has accepted the Roundtable’s invitation to become the second General Assembly member.

Roundtable’s Letter to Members of the General Assembly.   Mrs. Gross said the Roundtable’s letter, which included three items, was sent to the 40 members of the General Assembly who represent the lower and middle Potomac watershed area (copy on website – www.potomacroundtable.org ).   She reported that Senator Ticer is working on language for the septic repair fund, which was one of the issues raised by the Roundtable.   
CBF suit against EPA.  Mr. Holley said the Chesapeake Bay Foundation has filed a suit against the EPA with regard to a TMDL for the Chesapeake Bay.  He suggested the Roundtable issue a statement.  Mrs. Gross said more research is necessary before the Roundtable can take action.  A motion (Holley-Rolband) passed that the legislative committee monitor the suit and report back.  Mr. Nohe asked that the research include the intended outcomes of the suit, particularly any budgetary implications for localities; there is a concern regarding unfunded mandates.  Mr. Jenkins said, for example, Fairfax County will spend several hundred million dollars to upgrade its wastewater treatment plant, and it would be helpful if the administration set up funding for localities through the stimulus package to help meet these costs. 
Election of Officers for 2009 – 2010.  Mrs. Gross said it has been proposed that the current Roundtable officers be nominated as the slate of officers for the two-year term beginning January 2009.  Mrs. Gross, Chair, Marty Nohe, 1st Vice Chair, and Harry Atherton, Agriculture and Forestry stakeholder interest, have agreed to stand for re-election.  A motion (Kelley-Harvey) passed to close the nominations.  A motion (Kelley-Peterson) passed to elect the proposed slate by acclamation.

Governor’s Commission on Climate Change.  Mrs. Gross, a member of the Governor’s Commission on Climate Change, said there were 43 members on the Commission.  It was a complex undertaking with 10 full-day meetings around the Commonwealth; each included public comment.  The Commission’s report and recommendations were presented to the Governor on December 15, 2008.  The report is available on line at www.deq.state.va.us/info/climatechange.html   The Commission had four subcommittees: the built environment; transportation; adaptation and sequestration; and utilities.  Mrs. Gross participated in the adaptation and sequestration subject area.  It met in the Tidewater area and focused on carbon sequestration and sea-level rise.  The Commission’s recommendations were that Virginia will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by increasing energy efficiency and conservation.  This will include asking the General Assembly to enact legislation to encourage the development of a utility conservation program, directing the Board of Housing and Community Development to require that all new commercial buildings be energy efficient and designed to LEED standards, ensuring stable funding for an expanded weatherization assistance program, and that the State Corporation Commission develop an energy efficiency education program.  Virginia will advocate for federal actions that will reduce greenhouse gases by 25% below 1990 levels by 2020 and by 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.  Other recommendations included reducing vehicle miles traveled, increasing travel choices, expanding broad band access to homes and businesses as a key to trip avoidance, and reducing emissions from older vehicles.  It was recommended that the General Assembly to approve $5 million to conduct flights for LIDAR mapping (Light Detection and Ranging) for the Commonwealth, at least in the coastal areas and then moving inland.  This would provide significant help to localities for their planning efforts.  The Commission advocated for additional research on nuclear energy as an alternate to coal and oil, as well as other alternate sources of energy, including wind and solar power; research should be done in partnership with engineering departments in the universities.  The Commission’s recommendations would meet or exceed the Governor’s directive to achieve a 30% reduction in business as usual.  
Environmental Flow in the Potomac.  Joe Hoffman, Executive Director of the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin (ICPRB), provided background information on the study of sustainable flow in the Middle Potomac River watershed, which is being conducted by ICPRB and the Army Corps of Engineers and uses a protocol developed by The Nature Conservancy.  Environmental Flow is the quality, quantity and timing of water flows required to maintain the components, functions, processes and resilience of aquatic ecosystems which provides goods and services to people.  Regarding quantity, traditional thinking has been that there is an adequate, even a surplus, supply of water in the Potomac.  Conflicts among the Potomac jurisdictions (in Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and the District of Columbia) have developed over riparian rights, development, drought, aquatic life and consumptive uses.  Solutions for resolving these conflicts include stopping development, court cases, integrated water resources planning (to include quantity, quality, and groundwater), and flow management data and decisions (environmental flow).  Mr. Hoffman reviewed the initiatives being taken by each of the ICPRB jurisdictions to plan for water supply.  An important component for all is sound, comprehensive data on which to base integrated planning efforts.  The issue of low flow in the Potomac began in 1980 when a minimum was established.  It was raised again during the drought from 1999 to 2002.  He noted there are sever givens: the Potomac will be the major water supply for the region; there will be impacts from growth and climate change; quality of life, ecology and the Chesapeake Bay need to be protected; a basin-wide approach is needed to discover how to best-manage flows in the Potomac’s rivers and streams.  Components of the Environmental Flow project include compiling biological and water quality data, conducting literature reviews, developing a hydrologic model and database, developing future water use projections, making a basin-wide hydrologic alteration assessment, classifying streams, developing tributary ecological response curves, holding environmental flow workshops, scoping a basin-wide comprehensive water resources plan, and developing a decision support tool for water allocations, in consideration of the ecological limits of hydrologic alteration.  The benefits of the project, which will take several years, include the tools and decision-making support that will result in better, comprehensive planning basin planning, stakeholder involvement, and regulatory certainty.  Mrs. Gross asked Mr. Hoffman if the Roundtable could be notified when Environmental Flow Workshops are scheduled, as member may want to participate.  Mr. Hoffman’s presentation is available at www.potomacroundtable.org/archives/meetings.htm  
Stephanie Flack, Director of Chesapeake Strategies for The Nature Conservancy, explained that given the Conservancy’s mission to preserve biological diversity, it realized that freshwater species were the most imperiled and it was important to maintain viable freshwater systems.  Flow has an important affect on physical habitat, aquatic life, and water quality.  Over time, plants and animals in a river system become adapted to a natural, seasonal pattern of rising and falling water levels that shape the habitat and enable the river to function.  To facilitate ecologically-sustainable water management, scientific studies are conducted to determine which components of a river’s natural flow regime (environmental flow) must be maintained to ensure the health of the river ecosystem and associated benefits for humans.  The Nature Conservancy’s sustainable flow management assessment of hydrologic alternations includes the use of an Index of Biotic Integrity and biological and water quality data.  Many factors are considered, such as what are the critical ecological factors for each species to thrive in all stages of its life.  Water quality needs may include natural surges and energy pulses as well as oxygen and nutrients.  There is a relationship between hydrologic alterations caused by increased impervious surfaces on the land and the ecological responses, which can be used as a decision-making tool.  The goal is to compile data and tools that can be used to assess trade-offs, to help make policy decisions, and to assist with coordinated efforts.   
Announcements.  

(  G. Harvey said that jurisdictions and associations are conducting some monitoring and research that provides data for planning efforts; however, funding for these activities often is limited. 

(  J. Okay handed out a new riparian buffer publication.  

( D. Cross announced that DCR has approved a grant to support the Roundtable in 2009
( A. Gray encouraged everyone to visit www.VirginiaForestWatch.org.
Potomac Basin Drinking Source Water Protection Partnership.  Cherie Schultz, Associate Director for Water Resources, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin, said the Potomac River is the primary source of drinking water for 70% of the 5.8 million residents in the Potomac basin.  Fortunately, from a water quality perspective, the Potomac watershed is 57% forested, 16% is permanently protected, there is little heavy industry and it benefits from Chesapeake Bay initiatives.  The challenges to source water are rapid population growth, major transportation corridors, and agricultural practices.  The 1996 amendments to the Safe Drinking Water Act (1974) required source water assessments for all public water supply systems.  Most of the assessments were completed around 2004.  Once the assessments were completed, the drinking water utilities and government agencies, which already had a history of cooperation, saw a need to cooperate on source water protection.  Encouraged by ICPRB and EPA, twenty utilities and agencies formed a voluntary alliance in September 2004, with a focus mainly on water quality issues.  The goals of the Potomac Basin Drinking Source Water Protection Partnership are to promote communication, information-sharing, encourage coordination, identify regional priorities and develop new initiatives to ensure the highest quality drinking water.  The Partnership has identified issues of concern, which include pathogens, emerging contaminants, disinfection by-products and hazardous spills.  Sources of the problems are identified through meetings, workshops, and scientific studies.  Then, through discussions, the Partnership develops strategies to protect source water.  Activities related to the issue of cryptosporidium include workshops, a source tracking study from 2006 to 2008, and gaining knowledge about agricultural practices.  The Partnership is discussing whether its strategy should be to take action and become directly involved in implementation projects or to focus more on education and outreach to state and county agencies.  Activities related to emerging contaminants include workshops, monitoring, research, and facilitating the choice of the Potomac Basin as a case study for a national study.  The Partnership has sponsored hazardous spill response exercises.   It reviewed pipeline safety and held a pipeline spill training and simulation exercise in the fall of 2008.  The strategy of the Partnership is to continue to search for commonly identified threats to source water within the watersheds.  While the water sources cover 14 million square miles, the solutions to problems are local.  Hence, the Partnership plans to target four watersheds, which are interstate, have known problems, and al have agriculture.  Other strategies include identifying opportunities to coordinate with Total Maximum Daily Load efforts, and to explore opportunities to coordinate with counties and conservation districts.  Ms. Schlultz concluded that cooperative alliances cannot reach consensus on all issues or serve as a substitute for regulations; however, cooperative alliances can built trust, help disseminate information, reduce duplication of efforts and effectively exert pressure for change.  Ms. Schultz’s presentation is available at www.potomacroundtable.org/archives/meetings.htm  

Outlook.  Mrs. Gross invited the Roundtable to discuss the outlook for 2009 and beyond, saying that with recent elections and changes, there is talk of new hope to address environmental challenges.  She noted several items from a recent literature search.  A Wall Street Journal article was not complimentary about the Obama Administration’s environmental team.  Another article mentioned the suit by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and expressed hope that it may lead to stimulus package funding directed to wastewater plant improvements.  A Washington Post article noted that the environment is one of three domestic priorities for the new administration, and upon nominating Carol Browner to the EPA, president-elect Obama promised a new level of coordination across government and his personal engagement in energy and climate policy.  It will be interesting to see how the Obama-Biden white paper on the environment, on which they campaigned, will play out in the coming years.  She asked what members hoped to get out of the new administration and what they should advocate for.  Comments included the hope that the roadless area rules, relaxed during the previous administration, will be restored.  It was noted that there always needs to be a balance between protecting environmental resources and meeting other needs, as in the case of developing alternative energy sources, such as windpower, which might interrupt migratory flight paths.  Both monetary and resource costs need to be considered and balanced.  For example, it takes energy to clean water and water is needed to produce energy; both are important resources.  Other comments voiced concerns about the economy and balancing government’s need for a certain level of spending, while experiencing reduced income.  A concern was voiced about jobs going overseas, the safety of imported food, the rise of China as a super power and its carbon footprint.  Another comment questioned whether there is a global climate change issue.  Hope was expressed that changes will occur in the Chesapeake Bay.  It was noted that there are many positive actins being taken and there have been significant changes and tightening of codes at the local level to strengthen environmental protection.  While demonstrated progress has been made, there are examples where opposition to stricter rules has led to weaker regulations.  Attention must be paid to the fairness, cost, and effectiveness of regulations.  The need for knowledge and understanding and the role of continued outreach and discussions in finding balanced solutions was stressed by many.  Another comment observed that the nation and state need to fix the economy and to make money in order to have money to spend on improving the environment.  An observation was made that a food problem can abe expected in 5 to 10 years with water being part of this problem.  An expectation was voiced that a great deal of money will be directed toward agriculture.  Most agreed there are no simple solutions and that all possibilities must be considered.  Several said that environmental issues, especially at the local level, are not partisan, but are people issues – things of concern to people in their everyday lives.  In general, most agreed that progress has been made, often ‘in spite of ourselves,’ and that environmental awareness continues to increase.  More measures need to be put on the ground, and citizens need to give politicians the political will to continue to make progress.  Mrs. Gross said it was important to continue this discussion.  She urged everyone, as they see their members of Congress, to remind them of ongoing environmental work locally, and to ask them to remember the environment, the Chesapeake Bay and water quality.
Adjournment.  Mrs. Gross thanked the speakers and thanked John Marshall Soil and Water Conservation District for hosting the meeting. She adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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