Potomac Watershed Roundtable

Stratford Hall, Montross, Virginia
Friday, July 10, 2009

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Agenda
 9:30
Registration and Morning Refreshments Served Prior to the Meeting


(The Potomac Council will meet from 9:00 to 9:50)

10:00  
Call to Order, Welcome and Roll Call – Hon. Penny Gross, Chair


Approval of Minutes of the April 3, 2009 meeting

10:15
Welcome to Stratford Hall and an Overview of the Organic Farming Initiative –  Paul Reber, Executive Director, Stratford Hall 

Stratford Hall, constructed in 1738, is the historic home of the Lees of Virginia.  Four generations of the Lee family, including Declaration of Independence signers Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot Lee, Revolutionary War General and Virginia Governor Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee, and Robert E. Lee, played a significant role in state and national politics.  Today, Stratford Hall is embarking on an organic farming/sustainable agriculture initiative that will enable visitors to understand the role of agriculture in American history and its current impact on the environment and diet. 
10:30
Current agricultural practices in the Northern Neck and initiatives at the new Farm Museum – Sam Johnson, Nonpoint Source Pollution Specialist, Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District (and former Roundtable member)    
The predominant agricultural activities on the Northern Neck have changed over the years, in response to natural resources, markets, and techniques.  We will hear about the primary agricultural activities on the Northern Neck today.  The Northern Neck Farm Museum tells the story of the Northern Neck farming community, its unique lifestyle and the contributions of agriculture.  The story includes the Indians who roamed the land, the large commercial canneries that lined the shores, the tools, and the impact of these industries on the people of the region. One of the new initiatives at the Museum is to demonstrate LID and water conservation measures.  
11:00
Conservation Initiatives at Hull Springs Farm – Bobbie Burton, Executive Director, Hull Springs Farm


Hull Springs Farm of Longwood University is located in Westmoreland County on 637 acres  of richly diverse habitat, including farmland, forest, shoreline, and wetlands.  It is a segment of almost 2,000 acres of conserved land on Machodoc Neck and is being managed to demonstrate conservation best practices in all of those areas.  As a model of conservation and stewardship it also will educate university students and the greater community about their role in creating a more sustainable planet.  Recent initiatives include a created wetland and a living shoreline.  Future plans include habitat enhancement and establishing a wetland mitigation bank.  


11:45
Update on the Chesapeake Bay Program – Penny Gross, member of the Chesapeake Bay Program’s Local Government Advisory Committee


The Chesapeake Executive Council held its annual meeting on May 12, 2009 at historic Mt. Vernon, Virginia.  Executive Council members charted a new course for the Chesapeake Bay’s recovery by setting new short-term goals to reduce pollution to the Bay and dramatically accelerate the pace of restoration.   

12:00
A visit with Senator Richard Stuart – Senator Richard Stuart, Virginia Senate 
Senator Stuart represents the 28th District, which encompasses all of King George, Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, Stafford and Westmoreland Counties, part of Fauquier and Prince William Counties, and part of the City of Fredericksburg.
. 
12:10
Lunch in the Dining Room –$10 in cash or by check (made out to the  Northern Virginia SWCD), payable at registration.  Receipts will be provided.  


A buffet of Mesclun mix salad with strawbereries and Feta, marinated sliced grilled chicken breast, chilled rice salad with cranberries and walnuts, fresh fruit salad with almonds, yeast rolls, Stratford’s homemade ginger cookies, iced brownies, lemon squares and iced tea.  

 1:00
Update on Pyrolysis Workshop – Robert Shoemaker, Nutrient Management Specialist, Department of Conservatoin and Recreation


A recent workshop in Charlottesville brought together 50 representatives of diverse interests to discuss the emerging technology of pyrolysis, which converts sewage sludge, wood waste and poultry litter into fuel.

 1:10
Shellfish TMDLs – the Issues and Implementation Challenges – Stuart McKenzie, Environmenal Planner, Northern Neck Planning District Commission


Septic systems, biosolid applications, sediments, and boating are a few of the issues that affect shellfish TMDLs on the Northern Neck.  They also play a role in the the many challenges to implementing the TMDLs.

 1:40
Northern Neck Land Conservancy – Joe Thompson, Field Director, Northern Neck Land Conservancy  
The Northern Neck Land Conservancy spoke to the Roundtable two years ago.  This is an update, to include a new decision-making tool that uses indices of various criteria and GIS to help determine which lands are most valuable for conservation, and which to target for the Conservancy’s efforts. 

 2:00
A brief overview of Environmental Interests and Education Programs at Stratford Hall – Ken McFarland, Director of Education, and Laura Lawfer, Assistant Director of Education

 2:15
Tour of the mill and the Potomac River landing area – Ken McFarland and Laura Lawfer

The tour will be an opportunity to link Stratford Hall’s history with the natural environment, past and present.  
 2:45 – or when your tour ends. 
Travel home safely.
