POTOMAC WATERSHED ROUNDTABLE

Quarterly Meeting – October 2, 2009
Arlington County Park Operations Building, Arlington, Virginia
MINUTES 
Members and Alternates

Hon. Penny Gross, PWR Chair, Voting Member, Fairfax County
Hon. Martin Nohe, 1st Vice Chair, Voting Member, Prince William County

Kirsten Conrad-Buhls, Advisory Member, Virginia Cooperative Extension
Debbie Cross, Advisory Alternate, Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation

Adrian Fremont, Voting Alternate, City of Fairfax

Traci Goldberg, Voting Member, Water/Wastewater Utilities

Alan Gray, Voting Member, Agriculture and Forestry
Adam Griggs, Advisory Member, ICPRB

Charlie Grymes, Voting Member, Environment

Jeff Harn, Voting Alternate, Arlington County

Glenn Harvey, Voting Member, Water and Wastewater Utilities

Kandy Hilliard, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Bruce Holley, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Hon. Robert Hunt, Voting Member, Tri-County/City SWCD

Paul McCulla, Voting Alternate, Fauquier County

Jim McGlone, Advisory Member, Virginia Department of Forestry

Daniel Moore, Advisory Member, Virginia DCR/Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance

Michael Peny, Voting Alternate, Construction, Development and Real Estate

Interested Parties 
Diane Blust 
Larry Dunn, Virginia Department of Forestry

Ellen Eggerton, Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services
Ben Eib, Angler Environmental

Julie Elliot, Stafford County

Steve Hubble, Stafford County

Christin Jolicoeur, Northern Virginia SWCD

Noel Kaplan, Fairfax County Department of Planning and Zoning

Joan Kelsch, Arlington County

Nick Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD
Adam Moss, Arlington County

Bill Nell, Wetland Studies and Solutions

Cindy Patterson, Prince William SWCD

Jerry Peters, Northern Virginia SWCD

Helen Reinecke, Arlington County
Daniel Sklarew, George Mason University

Todd Taylor, Arlington County

Aileen Winquist, Arlington County

Call to Order and Roll Call.  Chairman Penny Gross called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  She welcomed everyone and asked each attendee to introduce himself. 
Welcome to Arlington.  Jeff Harn welcomed the Roundtable to Arlington County and provided a brief demographic history of Arlington County.
Approval of July Minutes.  A motion (Holley – Hunt) passed to approve the minutes of the July 10, 2009 meeting. 

Appointment/Reappointment of Members and Alternates - Mrs. Gross announced that PWR member appointments for jurisdictions and Conservation Districts end in 2009.  A letter will be sent to the heads of member jurisdictions and Districts requesting that they appoint or reappoint a member and alternate. 
Chesapeake Bay Executive Order - Mrs. Gross provided an update on the Chesapeake Bay Executive Order.  The Water Quality report recommendations include a new accountability framework that includes two year milestones, enhanced compliance and enforcement and consequences for failure.  The consequences are not known at this time.  There will be new stormwater rules made and actions taken, such as additional requirements for new development and re-development, required retrofits for areas under MS4 permits and enhanced compliance and enforcement.  Bay jurisdictions are being asked for input.  Listening sessions have commenced.  Mrs. Gross said that budget constraints will be a factor and will make compliance difficult.  A nutrient and sediment TMDL for the entire Chesapeake Bay is currently under development and is scheduled for completion by December of 2010.  Once completed it will be the largest and most complex TMDL ever created.  Congressman Connolly introduced legislation (HR 3265 – Chesapeake Bay Restoration Act of 2009.), which extends MS4 coverage to all local governments and establishes new development standards for sites greater than one acre with less than 5% impervious cover.  
New Virginia Stormwater Management Regulations – The new Virginia Stormwater Management Regulations are scheduled for adoption on October 6.  The Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board has received more than 3,300 public comments.  
Legislative Agenda – A letter from the PWR will be sent to the 40 legislators representing the area of the Roundtable.  The legislative committee consisting of Glenn Harvey, Bob Hunt, Jeff Harn and Charlie Grymes will determine which of the suggested items listed below to include in the letter:  

1.  Continued funding for the Water Quality Improvement Fund.

2.  That the General Assembly not undermine the public process to revise state stormwater regulations
     and that lawmakers not attempt to re-write the regulations themselves.

3.  Have Virginia develop programs similar to those in MD and DC to have funding available to help
     homeowners make green improvements to their homes, e.g., keeping stormwater on the property via
     rain barrels, and rain gardens, solar energy, home efficiency. 

4.  State funding to support meaningful watershed experiences for K-12.

5.  Broaden the definitions in the cost share program to allow small farms, HOAs and
     residential homes to compete for cost share funding. 

6. Insert a technical amendment to allow urban stormwater projects to compete for funding in the

    Virginia revolving loan fund.

Green Building Program in Arlington County – Joan Kelsch, Green Building Program Manager, Arlington County Department of Environmental Services

Ms. Kelsch provided a brief overview of land use in Arlington, how Arlington encourages green buildings, and regional green building initiatives through MWCOG.  A key component in Arlington’s land use planning over the last 20 years has been to focus development around the Metro corridor.  This high density area has many high rise commercial, residential, and mixed use buildings.  These buildings use a tremendous amount of electricity and water and generate large amounts of solid waste.  The purpose of Arlington County’s Green Building Density Incentive Policy for Site Plans is to encourage private developers of large office, high-rise residential, and mixed use projects to design, construct, and operate environmentally responsible buildings.   The bonus density program applies to special exception site plan requests for bonus density and/or height.   The program uses the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED green building rating system as a standard for measuring the comprehensive green approach of each project.  As an example, LEED credits are given for smaller building footprints, underground parking garages, green roofs, reduction in the amount of stormwater runoff, improving stormwater quality, and reducing energy usage.  
Green Home Choice Program – Helen Reinecke-Witt, Arlington County Department of Environmental Services
Arlington has developed the Green Home Choice program to provide a structure and support system within which builders and homeowners can build green. The Arlington Green Home Choice program is based on the Earthcraft House program, a green home rating system designed by the Southface Institute in Atlanta, Georgia. The program provides a listing of building techniques and components that result in a more efficient and healthy home. Participants in the program are offered front-of-the-line plan review, lawn signs indicating participation in the program, attendance at County-sponsored seminars, and recognition as “green” builders.  
Energy Retrofits at County Facilities and Building Energy Report Cards – Adam Segal Moss, Arlington County Department of Environmental Services

As a county government, emissions come from the energy used in buildings, vehicle fleet, water/sewer operations, and streetlights.  This includes the direct use of fossil fuels, such as natural gas in buildings, and gasoline and diesel used in vehicles, as well as the fossil fuels used to generate electricity at power plants.  The goal of the Arlington Initiative to Reduce Emissions (AIRE) is to reduce Arlington County government’s greenhouse gas emissions by 10% from 2000 to 2012.  The key elements of the Fresh AIRE program are:
  1.  Recognize, assist and encourage businesses to reduce emissions and energy needs. Partner with the 
       federal Energy Star program and other resources to help businesses cut energy use.   

  2.  Encourage residents to reduce their energy usage and provide case studies on energy saving practices,
       free CFL light bulbs, and more. 

  3.  Reduce Arlington County government’s greenhouse gas emissions, through energy saving retrofits,
       addition of hybrid and clean fuel vehicles to the County fleet, installation of LED traffic lights, tree

       planting, and more. 

4. Increase recycling in County facilities, homes, and businesses.  Making products from recycled
      materials use 50 - 90% less energy than using raw materials. 

5. Work with other localities around the region and nation. 
6. Provide a website and blog to keep the community updated.

By using the U.S. EPA Energy Star Rating and U.S. EPA National Average Comparison as benchmarks the County was able to do year over year comparisons and create a report card for itself.  The report card showed substantial savings in natural gas and electricity usage and the overall energy usage of County buildings fell 2% from 2007 to 2008.  This energy reduction saved the County $100,000.  The energy report card can be viewed on-line at the County’s website, http://www.arlingtonva.us/Portals/Topics/AIRE/BuildingEnergy.aspx
Adjournment.  Mrs. Gross thanked the speakers and meeting hosts. She adjourned the meeting at 1:57 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Nicholas J. Kokales.
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