POTOMAC WATERSHED ROUNDTABLE

Quarterly Meeting – July 8, 2011
14715 Bristow Rd., Manassas, Virginia 
MINUTES 
Members and Alternates

Hon. Penny Gross, PWR Chair, Voting Member, Fairfax County
Kirsten Buhls, Advisory Member, Virginia Cooperative Extension

Hon. Jim Christian, Voting Member, Loudoun SWCD
Debbie Cross, Advisory Alternate, Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR)
Alan Gray, Voting Member, Agriculture and Forestry

Claudia Hamblin-Katnik, Voting Alternate, City of Alexandria

Glenn Harvey, Voting Member, Water and Wastewater Utilities

Hon. Kandy Hilliard, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Bruce Holley, Voting Member, Citizen of the Watershed

Chuck Hoysa, Voting Alternate, John Marshall SWCD

Hon. Bob Hunt, Voting Member, Tri-County/City SWCD
Audra Lew, Advisory Member, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin

Paul McCulla, Voting Alternate, Fauquier County

Jim McGlone, Advisory Member, Virginia Department of Forestry

Daniel Moore, Advisory Member, DCR
Hon. Marty Nohe, PWR Vice-Chair, Voting Member, Prince William County

James Patteson, Voting Alternate, Fairfax County

Jim Sizemore, Voting Alternate, Water and Wastewater Utilities

David Ward, Voting Alternate, Loudoun County
Elizabeth Ward, Voting Alternate, Prince William SWCD

Larry Wilkinson, Advisory Member, USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

Interested Parties 
Mike Alter, Clear Creek Consulting

Sharon Annear, City of Alexandria

Kelly Baty, Loudoun County

Nicki Bellezza, Reston Association

Nancy Berlin, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Prince William County

Keith Boisvert, Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
Thomas Bolles, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Prince William County

Andrew Burkart, Reston Association

Jennifer Carlson, Virginia DEQ

Candi Choi, Coles District Supervisor’s Office, Prince William County

Hon. Steve Danziger, Prince William SWCD

Joyce Doughty, Fairfax County Department Public Works and Environmental Services (DPWES)
Nicole Ethier, Prince William SWCD
Harry Glasgow, Northern Virginia SWCD

Betty Gunter, Virginia Cooperative Extension, Prince William County

Jeannie Heflin, Prince William SWCD 
Kelly Jimenez, Prince William SWCD

Noel Kaplan, Department of Planning and Zoning, Fairfax County

Nick Kokales, Northern Virginia SWCD

Susan Mackert, Virginia DEQ

Laurie Raines, Prince William SWCD

Lolly Riley, Northern Neck Master Naturalist

Niffy Saji, Fairfax Water

Mary Sherrill, Fauquier County

Laurel Schultzberger, Fairfax County DPWES

Bob Slusser, Virginia DCR, Warrenton
Tom Smith, Prince William County Department of Public Works
Debbie Spiliotopoulos, Northern Virginia Regional Commission

Call to Order and Welcome.  Chairman Penny Gross called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. and asked everyone to introduce himself.  
Officers.  Mrs. Gross announced that at the April meeting, Woody Hynson was approved as the Second Vice-Chair.   Mr. Hynson represents the Westmoreland County Board of Supervisors on the Roundtable.  
Membership.  Mrs. Gross said that the new representative for the four Planning District Commissions is Diedre Clark, who is with the Rappahannock-Rapidan PDC.   Sadly, a letter of resignation was received from Joan Cross, who for several years has represented the City of Fairfax on the Roundtable. Her resignation was effective June 30, 2011, due to ill health.   Mrs. Gross asked everyone to keep Mrs. Cross in their thoughts and prayers.
University of Virginia Fellowship.  The University of Virginia is offering a ten-month fellowship in Environmental Negotiations.   Classes will be held at multiple locations, and across diverse experience levels to allow for cross participant learning.  Mrs. Gross said that Northern Virginia needs more representation in this program.  Anyone who is interested should contact her for more information and a computer link to the program.
National Forest Workshops. Alan Gray announced planning workshops for the George Washington and Thomas Jefferson National Forests: Tuesday, July 12, 2011 in Baker, West Virginia; Monday, July 18, 2011 in Verona, Virginia in Augusta County; and Wednesday, July 27, 2011 in Hot Springs, Virginia.  A video, “Virginia Mountain Treasures,” has been produced in conjunction with this effort.  Mrs. Gross said that perhaps it could be shown at the next Roundtable meeting.  
Welcome to Prince William County. Hon. Marty Nohe, Roundtable Vice Chair and Prince William County Supervisor (Coles Magisterial District), welcomed attendees to Prince William County, the Coles District, and the Edward Kelly Leadership Center. Mr. Nohe described the Prince William County School District’s Kelly Leadership building and highlighted many of the green technologies used throughout the building. He followed that with a brief discussion about other energy efficient “green” buildings in Prince William County.
Approval of Minutes for the April 1, 2011 Roundtable Meeting. Hearing no corrections, Ms. Gross said the minutes would be accepted and filed as presented.  
Landfills as Renewable Energy Source.  Tom Smith, Chief, Solid Waste Division, Prince William County Public Works, discussed how Prince William County (PWC) is using its landfill as a renewable energy source.  He emphasized the importance of reducing, reusing, and recycling trash to limit the amount going into the landfill in the first place.  The PWC landfill collects methane gas, which is generated by the decomposition of waste in the landfill.  The methane gas is then converted to electricity to produce power.  The process has the potential for expansion. The use of landfill gas for energy production is considered “green” power and offsets the use of fossil fuels. A new gas pipeline has been installed to provide landfill gas to heat the Fleet Maintenance Building and to provide fuel for the PWC Animal Shelter incinerator, replacing propane.  Future possibilities for an “energy park” concept, utilizing the landfill for renewable energy, were discussed.  The PWC Landfill is in the process of partnering with other groups and facilities to maximize the use of energy generated by the landfill.  Also, the landfill has applied for an EPA grant for technical assistance from the National Renewable Energy Lab.  On February 18, 2011, the County’s Solid Waste Facility was accepted as an Extraordinary Environmental Enterprise (E4) participant in the Virginia Environmental Excellence Program (VEEP), making it the only active landfill in Virginia to receive this recognition so far.  During the discussion that followed, Mr. Smith said the landfill will continue to produce methane gas for 30 years after the trash is placed.  He also responded to questions related to solid waste and the landfill, which included:  using wastewater from treatment facilities in the composting process, mandatory yard waste collection, methane gas extraction, mandatory recycling in the schools, PWC Solid Waste’s relationship with the Service Authority, expense of electronics recycling and household hazardous waste collection, selling electricity generated at the landfill, and landfill fees.   Mr. Smith’s presentation is available at www.potomacroundtable.org/archives/meetings.htm  
Virginia Environmental Excellence Program (VEEP).  Keith Boisvert, from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Office of Pollution Prevention, gave an overview of the Virginia Environmental Excellence Program (VEEP). VEEP is a program DEQ developed to encourage a “beyond compliance” mentality.  It is a voluntary program open to all Virginia facilities. The program provides public recognition, permit fee reductions for water and waste, regulatory flexibility, and a single point of contact at DEQ.  There are three levels of participation in the program: E2 (Environmental Enterprise), E3 (Exemplary Environmental Enterprise), and E4 (Extraordinary Environmental Enterprise).  Mr. Boisvert explained the criteria and benefits for each participation level.  The original plan when developing VEEP was to encourage industries to participate in the program; however, many municipalities have been joining the program and there is a friendly competition among municipalities.  Future considerations for VEEP include the possibility of adding a level E1 (Virginia Green Partner) and an organization-wide sustainability track (Virginia Leaders in Sustainability).  The PWC Landfill joined VEEP at the E3 level in 2007 and was awarded the E4 level in February 2011.  Mr. Boisvert indicated that the PWC Landfill has reached such consistently high standards that it has become a role model for the E4 level of the program.  Mr. Boisvert’s presentation is available at www.potomacroundtable.org/archives/meetings.htm  
Prince William County Landfill Environmental Studies Project. Nancy Berlin, Master Gardener Program Coordinator for the Virginia Cooperative Extension, described the Prince William County Landfill Environmental Studies Project that she oversees.  The Landfill Environmental Studies Project focuses on the 250 acre buffer around the landfill, including coniferous and hardwood forests, ephemeral wetlands, and permanent wetlands.  The Environmental Studies Project is a collaborative effort of many groups.  Currently, project participants include Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, and 4-H leaders and youth.  Some local homeowners allow volunteers access through their properties to the buffer area.  Project leaders collaborate with landfill employees and meet monthly with the Solid Waste Citizens Advisory group.  Community classes and groups take tours into the project area to learn about environmental education and to experience real citizen science.  Ms. Berlin gave several examples of some of the activities in this project.  The Environmental Studies Project has created nine new vernal pools in the buffer area.  Ms. Berlin showed pictures of eight different animals that were captured on film from a remote night camera that had been placed in the buffer for one night.  Ms. Berlin told about an artist and her colleagues from George Mason University who have put together an art show portraying the contrast between our trash and our treasure in nature. Their art will be on display in some of the shops in the City of Manassas, and then moved to George Mason University in the fall of 2011.  Also, the American Association of Biological Sciences will be publishing an article about the unique partnership between the landfill and the Environmental Studies Project.  Ms. Berlin emphasized that the basis for this entire Environmental Studies Project is the protection of water quality.  Ms. Berlin’s presentation is available at www.potomacroundtable.org/archives/meetings.htm  
Member Comments – Meeting Topic Suggestions.  Mrs. Gross said the next Roundtable meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 7, 2011 in the Stafford/Spotsylvania area.  She noted it might be possible to show the “Virginia Mountain Treasures” video.  

• Mrs. Gross also mentioned that it is time to begin thinking about items for the letter that is sent each year to members of the General Assembly who represent the area of the Roundtable.  She suggested a roundtable discussion on this subject at the next meeting. 
• Kandy Hilliard recommended that the Roundtable invite Senator Richard Stuart to speak at the next meeting.  He was instrumental in the passage of the new fertilizer legislation and he has received an award from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.  He also is a member of the Roundtable.
• Bruce Holley suggested including an update on the TMDL at the next meeting. 

• Mrs. Gross said an effort would be made to invite Jeff Corbin, EPA’s senior advisor on Chesapeake Bay restoration, to speak at a meeting.  
• Ms. Hilliard said she would like to see uranium mining in Virginia as a meeting topic.  Mr. Holley added a few comments about uranium mining.  Alan Gray mentioned that the Virginia Conservation Network has good information on this topic. 

• Glen Harvey said that he has information on loadings from point sources in the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  He will prepare a one sheet summary of the loads for the Potomac, Rappahannock, York and James basins for the next meeting. 

Announcements.  Jim McGlone announced the Northern Virginia Urban Forest Roundtable meeting will be held on September 29, 2011 at Potomac Overlook Regional Park in Arlington.  The Roundtable will be exploring the issue of urban waste wood utilization as part of an effort to divert some of the urban tree removal from landfills.  This announcement was followed by a short discussion on urban forest canopy loss. 
Adjournment.  Lunch instructions were given by Kelly Jimenez.  Mrs. Gross thanked the Prince William Soil and Water Conservation District for hosting the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:02 p.m.  

Tour of Prince William County Landfill.  After lunch, attendees toured the Prince William County landfill project, which included the methane to energy operation.  
Respectfully submitted,

Kelly Jimenez
Prince William SWCD
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