
RAINWATER HARVESTING: 
A FORGOTTEN PRACTICE

Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water 
Conservation District

434-975-0224
www.tjswcd.org

Ancient, pre-Islamic water-cisterns in Aden 
(http://www.aridlands.co.uk/ar-overseas.htm)
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January 3.13
February 3.08
March 3.86
April 3.29
May 3.99
June 3.69
July 4.31
August 4.14
September 3.50
October 3.36
November 3.21
December 3.18

Virginia Long-Term Average Precipitation (1895-1998 )
(from University of Virginia Climatology Office)

ANNUAL 42.70”
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(Photos - courtesy of American Rainwater Catchment
Systems Association)
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(Photo - courtesy of American Rainwater Catchment Systems Association)
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(Photo - courtesy of American Rainwater Catchment Systems Association)
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WHAT NOW?

1. POLICY

2. EDUCATION

3. COMMUNICATION
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§ 32.1-248.2. Use of rainwaterand reuse of gray water. 

A. The Department shall develop by January 1, 1999, guidelines 
regarding the use ofgray water and rainwater . The guidelines shall 
describe the conditions under whichgray water and rainwater may 
appropriately be used and for what purposes.The guidelines shall 
include categories of used water, such as types of used household 
water and used water from businesses, which are appropriate for reuse. 
The guidelines shall include a definition of gray water that does not 
include used toilet water. 

B. The Department, in conjunction with the Department of Environmental 
Quality, shall promote the use of rainwater and reuse of gray water as 
means to reduce fresh water consumption, ease demands on public 
treatment works and water supply systems, and promote conservation. 

(1998, c. 155.) 

WHAT NOW?
1. POLICY
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• Enforce Code of Virginia § 32.1-248.2 for development of 
guidelines

• Provide incentives (tax credits, credits towards stormwater 
management requirements …)

• Develop two levels of technical criteria and sizing standards:

� Stormwater Management

� Water Conservation

WHAT NOW?
1. POLICY (con’t):
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WHAT NOW?
2. EDUCATION:

3. COMMUNICATION:
• Local Level: Health Department & Building Officials 
(plumbing permits and water system permits)

• State Level: DEQ, DCR, VDH

• Educate public regarding distinction between use of gray 
water and rainwater harvesting
• Educate public regarding relative “raw” water quality of roof 
runoff vs. reservoir water (runoff from roads, farms, parking 
areas, etc.) and degree of treatment needs



(Photo - courtesy of American Rainwater Catchment Systems Association)

TJSWCD
434-975-0224
www.tjswcd.org

IT DOESN’T HAVE TO BE 
COMPLICATED!


